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New collaborative program 
helps WCC, EMU meet the 
community’s demand for 
bachelor-degreed nurses

  
By PRINCESS GABBARA 

Writer, Public Relations

As if Washtenaw Community College and Eastern 
Michigan University weren’t close enough — they’re 
separated by just a two-mile stretch of Huron River 
Drive — a new collaboration is bringing the two schools 
even closer.

To address the growing demand for bachelor’s 
degree-prepared nurses, WCC and EMU are offering 
a collaborative nursing program. After completing 
five semesters at WCC, students will be able to seam-

lessly transfer to EMU and 
graduate with a bachelor’s 
of science degree in nursing 
(BSN). 

Students selected for this 
new collaborative program 
must first apply to EMU’s 
School of Nursing. 

“Many times, the biggest 
hold up for students to get 
a BSN is the simple fact that 
there aren’t enough avail-
able seats for all the qualified 
candidates,” said Valerie 
Greaves, dean of WCC’s 
Health Services. 

“Typically, EMU receives 
more than 300 applications 
a year for its nursing pro-
gram, but they can only take 

approximately 80 of those applicants, so now WCC will 
be taking 24-36 of the additional qualified applicants. 
This collaborative relationship addresses a need in the 
community by allowing more students to complete 
their bachelor’s of science in nursing.”  

According to a 2011 report from the Institute of Medi-
cine, it’s recommended that the nursing profession 

— continued on page 8

Reflecting on the events that shaped WCC over the last 50 years: 

PREPARING NURSES
WCC took over the Ann Arbor Practical Nursing program 
(LPN) from Ann Arbor Public Schools in fall 1975. An 
Associate Degree in Nursing (RN) program was introduced 
in 1982 and the LPN program was discontinued 
in 1992. In July 1997, WCC added a three-week 
nursing assistant program.

TRAINING PARTNERSHIPS
In 1990, WCC became home to the largest skilled trades training program in North 
America. Roughly 1,100 members of The United Association of Journeymen and 
Apprentices of the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry of the United States, Canada 
(UA) learn about the latest technology in their industry. During their stay, they 
contribute more than $3 million to the local economy. – by Janet Hawkins

“This collaborative 
program capitalizes 
on the strengths of 
both schools. WCC’s 
nursing department 
has been a strong 
partner of EMU for 
a very long time and 
this partnership 
simply reinforces 
our desire for high-
quality nurses.”

— Michael Williams, 
Director of EMU’s 
School of Nursing

College
appoints
trustee
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Top, WCC Jazz Faculty band 
members (from left) Duane 
Wells, Steve Somers and Ju-
lius Tompkins perform in front 
of an image of Martin Luther 
King Jr., during the college’s 
observance of MLK Day. Above, 
keynote speaker Thornton 
Perkins delivers his message to 
the gathering.

A celebration
f it for a King

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

Every year on the third 
Monday of January, people 
from all walks of life come 
together to honor the 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., the man who sac-
rificed so much, including 
his own life, to lead the 
movement toward ending 
racial segregation in the 
U.S. and ensuring freedom 
for all. 

This year was no dif-
ferent. 

On Thursday, Jan. 14, 
Washtenaw Community 
College students, faculty, 
staff, and community 
members gathered on the 

second floor of the Student 
Center to celebrate Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day a few 
days early.

The day’s festivities 
kicked off with a high-
energy musical perfor-
mance by the WCC Jazz 
Faculty Band, along with 
a rendition of the college’s 
50th anniversary song, 
“Opening Doors” by the 
WCC Chamber Singers.

Taking the stage to share 
her thoughts on what Dr. 
King’s remarkable contri-
butions mean in today’s 
society was WCC President 
Dr. Rose B. Bellanca.

“I think that Dr. King 
would be very proud of 
this celebration and of 

the work we do here at 
Washtenaw Community 
College. He would be proud 
of the diversity that weaves 
throughout the fabric of 
our college,” Bellanca said. 
“This diversity is what 
gives our students a sound, 
rich and nuanced educa-
tion, which propels them 
to reach their educational 
hopes and dreams.”

Next was a poignant 
spoken word piece titled, 
“I Believe” performed by 
Corzetta Tillman, a former 
WCC student and soon-
to-be graduate of Eastern 
Michigan University.

WCC faculty member  
Thornton Perkins, 

— continued on page 8
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By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

Standing out in a large crowd isn’t easy 
to do, but the students at Washtenaw Com-
munity College managed to do just that 
and more recently at the Michigan Society 
of Radiologic Technology’s “Student Bee” 
competition in Traverse City. 

With Aaron Amin earning first place 
and Brittany Tomlin coming in at third, 
it’s clear that WCC’s group of second-year 
radiography students came focused and 
well prepared. This win marks the fourth 
consecutive year that WCC students took 
home first place.

Amin and Tomlin competed against 
75 other students from several colleges 
across Michigan, including Lansing Com-
munity College, St. Clair County Com-
munity College, and Northern Michigan 
University. They answered a series of 
questions related to the field of radiologic 

sciences, which included anatomy and 
physiology, radiographic positioning, 
radiography physics, radiobiology and 
protection, digital radiography, and 
patient care. 

“These students met throughout the 
summer under the supervision of WCC 
Radiography Faculty Member William 
Nelson to prepare and practice. Their lives 
are very busy, but they went above and 
beyond, so it’s great to see them succeed,” 
said WCC’s Radiography Program Director 
Connie Foster. “This accomplishment 
perks them up and lets them realize how 
much they’ve learned. It’s a great mile-
stone for them.”

Amin added, “Overall, the competition 
was a great experience and I’d recom-
mend it to my peers because it served as a 
review for the American Registry of Radio-
logic Technologist Radiography Certifica-
tion exam that’s coming up.”

Also competing alongside Amin and 

Tomlin were the following students: Sean 
Andreis, Nicole Berrier, Corrie Castro, 
Lyndsay Dingel, Leslie Harbuck, Brianna 
Kupras, Allen Parran, Dantley Redmon, 
Amanda Richards, Matthew Steiner, and 
Jennifer Weatherston.  

Students Mechelle Rhodes and Ashley 
Zavala won first place for their scientific 
display on kidney stones. l

For information on WCC’s radiography 
program, visit wccnet.edu/academics/ 
programs/view/program/APRAD/.

Washtenaw Community College is 
accredited by The higher Learning 
Commission, 230 South LaSalle 
Street, Suite 7-500, Chicago, Illinois 
60604-1411; 800-621-7440; 
ncahlc.org. Contact 734-973-3300 
for information about Washtenaw 
Community College.

ADA/EEO/Title IX/Section 504 
Compliance Statements
Washtenaw Community College 
does not discriminate on the basis of 
religion, race, color, national origin, age, 
sex, height, weight, marital status, 
disability, veteran status, or any other 
protected status as provided for and 
to the extent required by federal and 
state statutes, nor does the college 
discriminate on the basis of sexual 
orientation, gender identity or gender 
expression. WCC is committed to 
compliance in all of its activities and 
services with the requirements of the 
Title IX of the Educational Amendments 
of 1972, Public Act 453, Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title 
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as 
amended, Public Act 220, and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990. Employment compliance inquiries 
should be directed to the VP of human 
Resources, Room 120 in the business 
Education building, 734-973-3497. 
Facility access inquiries should be 
directed to the VP for Facilities, Grounds 
and Campus Safety, Room Po112, Plant 
operations building, 734-677-5322. 
Title IX or ADA/504 inquiries related 
to programs and services should be 
directed to the VP for Student and 
Academic Services, Room SC 247, 
Student Center building, 734-973-
3536.

Title II Student Right to Know and 
Campus Security Act Compliance 
Statement
The Student Right to Know and Campus 
Security Act of 1990 is a federal law 
that mandates the disclosure by all 
institutions of higher education of the 
rates of graduation, the number of 
incidents of certain criminal offenses, 
the type of security provided on campus, 
the pertinent policies regarding security 
on campus and policies that record 
and deal with alcohol and drug abuse. 
WCC is in full compliance and provides 
information annually through various 
means, including college publications, 
wccnet.edu or email. Inquiries 
concerning the Student Right to Know 
and Campus Security Act should be 
directed to Washtenaw Community 
College, office of the Vice President for 
Student and Academic Services, Room 
SC 247, Student Center building, Ann 
Arbor, MI 48105-4800; 734-973-
3536.

On the Record is published by 
Washtenaw Community College,  
4800 E. Huron River Drive, Ann 
Arbor, MI 48105-4800
Comments and suggestions are 
welcomed. Email editor Susan 
Ferraro, APR, at snferraro@
wccnet.edu.
For more information about 
WCC, call 734-973-3300 or 
visit wccnet.edu.

WCC Board of Trustees
Richard J. Landau, J.D., Chair
Diana McKnight-Morton, Vice 
Chair
Christina Fleming, Secretary
David DeVarti 
Dilip A. Das, Ph.D.
Stephen J. Gill, Ph.D.
Ruth A. Hatcher

Rose B. Bellanca, Ed.D. 
WCC President

GARDENING:  
Winter Seed Sowing
you’ve heard of starting seeds indoors to get 
a jump on spring, but it’s also possible to start 

seeds outdoors in winter!  
Find out how to mimic 
Mother Nature to sow 

seeds outside, where you don’t need
a greenhouse or grow lights and you’re
not limited by indoor space restrictions. 
your seedlings will be hardened-off and 
ready to plant. you’ll learn what plants 
to sow, what containers to use, how to
care for seeds, and how/when to 
transplant the seedlings. The course 
is led by WCC biology instructor
Monica Milla, who will also offer
“Composting: The Ultimate” 
 Recycling” in April.
Tuesday, Feb. 9, 6-8 p.m.
Cost: $39

Campus Calender

Note: The following is a sampling of Community 
Enrichment courses held on campus. For a 
complete list, and for enrollment information, 
visit wccnet.edu/community-enrichment.
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WCC students win big at
state competition – again!

WCC radiography students (standing, from left) Mechelle Rhodes, Aaron Amin, brittany Tomlin and 
Ashley Zavala were recognized for their achievements at a recent board of Trustees meeting.

PhoTo by WARREN NELSoN

WCC FOUNDATION’S 
MARDI GRAS FUNDRAISER
Mardi Gras: The WCC Foundation 
will celebrate its 30th anniversary 

by hosting its annual 
Mardi Gras Fund-
raiser on Saturday, 

Feb. 6 at 7:30 p.m. in the Morris 
Lawrence building. All proceeds 
will go toward student scholar-
ships and the WCC Student 
Resource Center. To purchase 
tickets, visit wccnet.edu/founda-
tion, click on the News & Events 
tab and click on Mardi Gras. Tickets are $250 and 
sponsorships are available. The evening attire is 
black-tie optional.

FREE COLLEGE DAY
Whether you’re interested in dance and photog-
raphy or chemistry and aviation, Free College 

Day has something for you. The 
semiannual event will be open to 
everyone, including community 

members, who will have the opportunity to sit 
in on multiple 60-to-90 minute sessions led by 
WCC faculty members and community enrich-
ment instructors for free. Save the date for 
Saturday, March 5. More information to come.

WCC STUDENT ART SHOW RECEPTION
Encompassing 2D, 3D and digital media, the WCC 
Student Art Show will take place through March 

3-31 on the second floor of the Stu-
dent Center. There will be a reception 
for the art show on March 16 from 

5 p.m.-7 p.m. on the second floor of the Stu-
dent Center; awards will be announced at 6 p.m. 
Entries should be submitted through the WCC Art 
faculty. All submitted work will be stored in the art 
storage room between LA 172 and LA 174 in the 
Production Center. Submissions should include 
the following: name, contact information, title of 
the piece and medium. Deadline for submissions: 
Thursday, Feb. 18 at 5 p.m.

COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT 
COURSES

CAMPUS EVENTS

2/6

3/5

3/16

VISUAL ARTS: Drawing in Color
Explore color theory and its application using 
colored pencils, water-soluble colored pencils, 

graphite, pastels and other media, 
A combination of demonstration, 
one-on-one guidance and individual 

studio time will help to improve technique and 
stimulate creativity. An optional class critique 
will be available. Participants should bring 
professional-grade colored pencils and paper.  
          A list of optional supplies will be provided 
                     at the first meeting.
               Eight weekly sessions beginning  
                Tuesday, Feb. 2, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
                       Cost: $179

2/2

FOOD & DRINK:  
Rustic Italian Cooking, Winter Soups
bring tasty, hearty warmth to your table the 
Italian way this winter. Learn to make roasted but-

ternut squash soup; zuppa di pesce, a 
seafood soup made with shellfish and 
fish in white wine and tomato broth; 

and zuppa di ceci, a chickpea soup made with 
diced pork, onions, root vegetables and spinach in 
a tomato-based sauce. Soups will be served with 
a seasonal salad and garlic bruschetta.
Wednesday, Feb. 10, 6-9 p.m.
Cost: $39 (plus $30 mandatory fee)

SEWING:  
Sewing Machine Maintenance
If you enjoy sewing, or sew for a business or craft-
ing, having a fully functional sewing machine is a 

necessity. Machines do require main-
tenance and repairs. In this workshop, 
you will learn to keep your machine in 

prime condition. Learn basics of cleaning, oiling 
and some basic repairs that will help you keep you 
and your machine happy!
Saturday, Feb. 13, 1-3 p.m.
Cost: $39

LANGUAGES: Italian, Level 1
Using various teaching methods, the trainer will 
cover topics that include proper pronunciation, 
greetings and useful expressions for daily life, 

identifying people and things. Learn 
and become familiar with the Italian 
culture and country,  including its 

climate, history, beliefs, customs and foods.
10 weekly sessions beginning  
Tuesday, Feb. 16, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Cost: $189 (plus $15 mandatory fee)

2/10

HOBBIES & EXPLORATION:  
Documenting Your Antique Collection
Everyone has at least one treasure that they’ve in-
herited, purchased at auction or found at a garage 

sale. A well-documented provenance 
or history can enhance market values 
for items that one might eventually 

wish to sell, but most of all, future family genera-
tions will appreciate the stories! In this class, you 
will be given a journal template and learn how to 
track, write and photograph the histories of family 
heirlooms. Through various unique research tech-
niques, simple photography and story-telling, you 
will make a keepsake journal that documents the 
histories of heirlooms for future generations, in a 
manner that is easy, creative and fun.
Six weekly sessions beginning  
Tuesday, Feb. 16, 6-8 p.m.
Cost: $79

YOUTH ON CAMPUS: Code Mage
Kids ages 8-14 will use code in Minecraft to 
outplay their friends! Learn how to program 
in Python and manipulate the world in new 

ways. Create code-based spells 
and other surprises to dominate 
Minecraft. A great follow-up to 

Minecraft Programming or a first exploration 
into the subject, Code Mage is fun and educa-
tional. Consider taking Computer Animation 
from 7-8:30 p.m. for a full evening of fun.
Eight weekly sessions beginning  
Wednesday, Feb. 17, 5-6:30 p.m.
Cost: $245

DIY HOME REPAIR: Plumbing 101
have you ever wondered how your home’s plumb-
ing systems work? Would you like to know how 

to repair or replace a toilet or faucet? 
This workshop offers you the chance 
to learn the ins and outs of plumbing 

from a licensed builder. Topics will include safety 
practices, common types of plumbing, how to 
repair and replace fixtures and recommended 
materials.
Thursday, Feb. 18, 6:30-9 p.m.                                                           Cost: $49

CREATIVE WRITING:  
Jumpstart Your Memoir
Whether you’ve been scribbling poetry in a secret 
journal or want to begin a memoir for future gen-

erations, it takes time to find your 
voice or the trust to show your writ-
ing to the world. beginning one day 

and one word at a time, learn how through short 
writing exercises. Gain tips and tricks to help and 
inspire you to confidently write from the heart.
Saturday, Feb. 20, 10-4 p.m.                                                                         Cost: $69

COMPUTING AT HOME:  
Bartering Using Yerdle
Learn to use yerdle, a hot new 
bartering tool that allows you to 

exchange goods 
with others. 
The only money 

exchanged is for shipping. Develop a marketing 
strategy, better understand the interface and 
learn the rules, laws and etiquette.
Monday, Feb. 22, 7-9 p.m.                                                                                            Cost: $39
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Going ... Going ... Gone!

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

Adventure is nothing new for Caitlin 
Dudzik, clerical support staff member at 
Washtenaw Community College’s Coun-
seling and Career Planning Center. 

The 27-year-old currently resides in icy 
Antarctica, serving as air transportation 
specialist at McMurdo Station (a research 
center). 

Specifically, Dudzik works cargo logis-
tics, ensuring that all researchers’ equip-
ment is packaged correctly and arrives 
safe and sound at its destination. 

After learning last October that she 
was one of the lucky few to be selected 
by Pacific Architects and Engineers, Inc. 
for the position, Dudzik had only seven 
days to prepare for the four-month-long 
journey.

“I’m nervous about the unknown, but 
more excited about being able to meet 
people and researchers from all over the 
world,” Dudzik said on the eve (Oct. 14) of 
boarding an airplane to the coldest, driest, 

windiest continent in the world. She is 
experiencing Antarctica’s summer season, 
which consists of 24 hours of sunlight. The 
temperature will range anywhere from -10 
degrees on a typical day to 30 degrees on 
a “hot” day.

This isn’t the first time Dudzik has fol-
lowed her adventurous side. Two years 
ago, she spent seven months volunteering 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildfire Service on 
Johnston Atoll, an island located approxi-
mately 800 miles southwest of Hawaii. 

There, Dudzik lived in a tent without 
any electricity, so she relied on non-per-
ishable foods and resorted to bathing and 
doing laundry in the ocean. 

Despite being chased out of the water by 
sharks on several occasions, the experi-
ence only fueled her sense of adventure. 

“I lived with four other people and we 
were the only research team on the island. 
There were times when I jokingly said to 
them, ‘Guys, I can’t handle you right now’ 
and they understood because everyone 
needed their space,” Dudzik said. “At 
one point, I broke my toe and had to walk 

around on that because there was no 
doctor. 

“There were definitely some crazy 
times, but I wouldn’t trade it for anything. 
It’s an experience I’ll never forget.”

She noted that her remote living experi-
ence in Johnson Atoll helped her land the 
Antarctica gig. It also helped that Dudzik 
holds a bachelor’s in Aviation Flight Tech-
nology from Eastern Michigan University. 

“After watching a Netflix documen-
tary about Antarctica, I was in awe,” 
she explained. “Right then and there, I 
Googled, ‘Cool jobs in Antarctica,’ sifted 
through some sites, found a place that had 
positions I qualified for and applied right 
away.”

While working 60 hours a week would 
leave some people too exhausted to do 
anything else, Dudzik is taking online 
classes at WCC and will even set aside 
some time to learn how to cross country 
ski. On top of that, she’s chronicling her 
Antarctica journey through a blog she 
appropriately named, “Antarctica Adven-
tures.”

What’s an important take away from 
her trip? “Global warming is really big 
now and I’d like to find out what kind of 
research scientists are doing and what 
solutions they’re coming up with,” she 
said. 

“There’s also Mount Erebus, which is 
the southernmost active volcano on earth 
and the emissions are chewing up the 
ozone layers. Antarctica is an interesting 
environment, so there’s no limit to the 
amount of information I can learn, which 
is exciting.”

Dudzik returns to WCC in March, but for 
now, she’s taking advantage of everything 
Antarctica has to offer from meeting new 
people and making new friends to touring 
Cape Evans and competing in a 5k run. 
She even explored New Zealand a bit after 
her flight to Antarctica was delayed for 

two mornings in a row. 
As for her next big adventure? “I don’t 

know exactly what’s in store for me after 
this, but I’m not ruling anything out,” she 
said. 

“When I was younger, I had the oppor-
tunity to live in India but I kept putting it 
off a decision until I eventually lost contact 
with the person who could have made it 
happen. So I never went and that’s some-
thing I live with every single day. 

“From then on, I said, ‘Never again. I 
will do everything 100 percent and if I 
don’t get it, at least I know I did everything 
I could.’ And that’s just how I live my life 
now. I’m not closing any doors.” l

BELOW 
ZERO

WCC staff member embarks on icy 
research adventure in Antartica

“I don’t know exactly what’s
in store for me after this, but 
I’m not ruling anything out.”

– Caitlin Dudzik

PhoTo by LyNN MoNSoN

To follow Dudzik’s  
adventures, visit www.
antarcticaadventures.

wordpress.com.

Caitlin Dudzik descends an observation tube installed through sea ice and into the liquid ocean.

By SUSAN FERRARO, APR 
Director of Media Relations

The Washtenaw Community College 
Board of Trustees selected Dilip A. Das, 
Ph.D. to serve out the term of former 
board member Pamela J. Horiszny who 
resigned Sept. 30 
2015. 

Dr. Das is 
Assistant Vice 
Provost for Aca-
demic Affairs at 
the University of 
Michigan.

Das was sworn 
in at the November 
2015 Board of 
Trustees meeting 
by Board Chair, Dr. 
Richard J. Landau. 

“As board chair I 
welcome Dr. Das’s 
willingness to 
serve as trustee,” said Landau. 

“I am confident that his years of experi-
ence as assistant vice provost at the Uni-
versity of Michigan has provided him with 
a unique perspective on higher education 
that will be of considerable value to the 
board and to the college.”

Das, an Ann Arbor resident, earned 

his Ph.D. in Higher Education from the 
University of Toledo. He has been assistant 
vice provost at U-M for 10 years, serving on 
key campus committees and task forces 
with U-M students, faculty and staff. 

“Washtenaw Community College plays 
an increasingly significant role for thou-
sands of students striving for success and 
enrichment in their lives,” said Das. 

“I have a lot of experience within the 
higher education sector and understand 
the major issues at stake for both two and 
four-year colleges. Like any lifelong edu-
cator, my goal is to help more people find 
success and enrichment no matter their 
starting place. It’s an honor to serve on 
this board and continue WCC’s excellence, 
within a highly competitive and funding-
challenged environment, into the future.”

“I am delighted Dr. Das has joined our 
Board of Trustees,” said WCC President 
Dr. Rose B. Bellanca. “His wealth of 
experience in higher education and his 
understanding of the community college 
landscape will benefit our entire campus 
community.” 

The board vacancy occurred when 
Horiszny, who served 11 years as a trustee 
and more recently as board treasurer, 
announced that she was moving to 
Colorado and would no longer be able to 
serve. l

New WCC trustee brings wealth 
of higher education experience

CoURTESy PhoToS

Das
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By JESSICA BIBBEE 
Work Study Student,

Public Relations

Students who enroll in Washt-
enaw Community College’s 
Global Studies program usually 
do so to grow their international 
and intercultural perspectives. 
Some even go on to work outside 
of the U.S. But there are others 
who bring their own world of 
experience to the program. 

For student ambassador Aldin 
Fafulovic, leaving his homeland 
of Bosnia to attend WCC was a 
part of realizing his dreams. “I 
always knew I wanted to study 
abroad,” he said. 

No stranger to studying in a for-
eign land, Fafulovic lived in Ger-
many and France as a child. After 
graduating from high school in 
France with a concentration in 
electrotechnology, he returned 
to his native Bosnia eager and 
ready to work. 

But to his surprise and disap-
pointment, his French diploma 
was not recognized by local 

employers. That meant he would 
have to spend another four years 
to earn a Bosnian diploma.

Having to attend high school 
twice was a major setback for 
Fafulovic, but it wasn’t enough to 
derail his plans. He knew the best 
chance of finding gainful employ-
ment was to continue his studies 
abroad.

Fafulovic first came to the U.S. 
two years ago when he traveled 
to support a friend in Ann Arbor 
who was diagnosed with cancer. 
While here, he saw an opportu-
nity to pursue his education and 
made plans to return the fol-
lowing year on a student visa. 

“It was a long process, and only 
God was able to make it happen,” 
he said.

Why WCC? Fafulovic said the 
tuition is “crazy cheap and offers 
the same level of education that a 
public university offers.” 

Since attending WCC, Fafulovic 
has become a familiar face on 
campus from his participation 
in the annual Diversity Extrava-
ganza, where he performed a 

Bosnian song, “Nesanice” in his 
native language, to serving as a 
student ambassador. 

His duties include recruiting 
new students, running orienta-
tions, giving presentations and 
tours, contacting and even men-
toring new students. 

As international students 
are not legally allowed to work 
off campus while enrolled, he 
counts it as a real blessing to be 
hired as a student ambassador. 

Not only is he gainfully 
employed, he gets paid to do what 
comes naturally to him—share 
experiences and guide other stu-
dents to campus resources. 

“We organize events and lead-
ership sessions,” he said. “We 
even have our own library here—
if you have used textbooks, you 
don’t have to sell them but share 
them. We can come together as 
students to help each other.” 

Along with being a student 
ambassador, Fafulovic is active 
in the campus International Stu-
dent Organization, supporting 
and welcoming new students. 

“It’s hard to travel and feel 
like you fit in,” he said. “We will 
take care of them, help them, 
share with them, guide them, be 
friends with them.”

As an international student, 
education is a privilege Fafulovic 
embraces fully. By working with 
new students, he has the oppor-
tunity to share his joy with them 
about what it means to study at 
a school that’s been opening its 
doors for the past 50 years.

“He’s passionate about WCC 
and approaches everything with 
such positivity that it is hard to 

not change your attitude when 
you’re around him,” said Julie 
Catanzarite, Manager of New Stu-
dent Programming at WCC. “He 
brings a wide variety of experi-
ences to the job and genuinely 
enjoys connecting with people 
from different backgrounds.”

“WCC offers education for 
everyone, no matter your educa-
tion level. If you have a desire 
to study, then you are good 
enough,” Fafulovic said “WCC 
makes me feel at home.” 

Spoken like a true student 
ambassador. l

A born ambassador
WCC Global Studies student from bosnia offers 
international experience, finds local opportunities

WCC STUDENT PROFILE: Aldin Fafulovic

PhoTo by LyNN MoNSoN

Al Lecz, director of the WCC Advanced Transportation Center, talks with Lisa 
Katz, executive director of Workforce Intelligent Network of Southeast Michigan.

Representatives from a dozen area manufac-
turers got a close-up look at Washtenaw Community 
College’s technical training facilities, as well as an 
overview of what’s to come with its new Advanced 
Transportation Center.

The college’s “Manufacturers’ Breakfast and 
Roundtable” held last month included personnel 
from Toyota and AMI Manchester, as well as WCC 
Welding Instructor Glenn Kay; Dr. Michelle Mueller, 
WCC Vice President of Economic, Community and 
College Development; and Al Lecz, Director of 
WCC’s Advanced Transportation Center.

Following a roundtable discussion, guests were 
given a tour of WCC’s technical training facili-

ties where they witnessed first-hand programs in 
welding, mechatronics and electrical applications.

“We believe that we can offer the most relevant 
training that will satisfy the needs of local manu-
facturing companies,” said Niko Dawson, WCC’s 
Executive Director for Economic and Community 
Development. 

“We want to showcase some of our course 
offerings and other divisional services, while also 
learning what training needs exist for their indi-
vidual organizations. We see this event as another 
step in establishing a strong and positive working 
relationship between the college and local manu-
facturing businesses.” l

Talent on display
WCC students, faculty, staff 
show off their artistic sides

It’s not their day job, but the dozens of faculty, 
staff, alumni and students who took the stage 
recently for the “Bravo 50: The Art of Perfor-
mance” event in the Towsley Auditorium in the 
Morris Lawrence building showed talents that go 
well beyond the classroom, office or workplace.

It was billed as a “rare” evening when the 
entire WCC community could gather and show 
off their talents in ways not related to their jobs or 
roles on and off campus.  

“As we celebrate our 50th anniversary, WCC 
continues to enrich our lives not only with its 
outstanding educational opportunities but with 
its contributions to the rich fabric of our com-
munity,” said WCC Performing Arts Department 
Chair Noonie Anderson.

Performances included dance, poetry and 
music of all genres. l

Working together: WCC tech training  
facilities on display for manufacturers

PhoToS by 
LyNN MoNSoN

PhoTo by LyNN MoNSoN

“WCC offers education for 
everyone, no matter your 

education level. If you have 
a desire to study, then you 

are good enough.” 

— Aldin Fafulovic

u WCC English 
Instructor Dr. Kimberly 
Jones sings Sam 
Cooke’s “A Change 
Gonna Come” in front 
of a backdrop of photos 
documenting American 
civil rights history.

qFrom left, Sierra 
Mazur performs a ballet 
dance; flutist Monica 
Lucentia and trumpeter 
Duane Wells from the 
WCC Jazz Faculty 
band perform; and Maki 
Watanbe, Keila Samuels 
and Charlette Mason 
sing at bravo 50.
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Culture Club
Celebrating diversity through food, song, dance

You didn’t have to take a cruise or book a tour to sample the 
best of what diverse cultures offer. Diversity was front and center 
recently at Washtenaw Community College’s “Diversity Extrava-
ganza,” held at the college’s Towsley Auditorium in the Morris 
Lawrence building.

“Diversity Extravaganza is an event to show off the diversity we 
have at WCC and in the community, while also engaging students, 
faculty and staff in events outside the classroom,” said Arnett 
Chisholm, Dean of the Office of Student Diversity and Inclusion. 
“This event is also an excellent opportunity for the community 
and future students to feel welcomed and appreciated.”

An array of ethnic food from area restaurants greeted visitors 
ahead of the performances. Participating restaurants included 
Ahmos (Mediterranean); Frita Batidos (Cuban); Pilar’s Tamales 
(Latin American); Paesano’s (Italian); Casablanca (Mediter-
ranean); Palm Palace (Mediterranean); Tower Inn (Greek); and 
Metzger’s (German).

The show represented a wide repertoire of music and dance 
genres, including the Ann Hua Chinese Dance Group’s perfor-
mance of “Arirang.” WCC students also took the stage for a salsa 
dance, among the many other performances. There were a total 
of 16 acts and 44 performers and participants.

“I do believe everyone enjoyed themselves,” Chisholm said. 
“We tried to have something there for everyone. You could sit 
and listen to music, learn to line dance or just enjoy the variety 
of ethnic food.” Chisholm said another Diversity Extravaganza is 
planned for next fall. l

Student-driven radio station offers
real-life, hands-on experience

By SUSAN FERRARO, APR
Director of Media Relations

Diana McKnight-Morton has held 
her position as a Washtenaw Com-
munity College Trustee since 1994. 
During those years, 
she has been a tireless 
advocate for ensuring 
the college respects 
and values diversity 
on campus. 

To recognize 
McKnight-Morton’s 
passion and dedi-
cation on issues of 
diversity, she has been 
appointed as an asso-
ciate member of the 
Diversity Committee 
for the Association of 
Community College 
Trustees (ACCT). 

The ACCT, located in Washington 
D.C., is a non-profit educational 
organization of governing boards, 
representing more than 6,500 
elected and appointed trustees at 
1,200 community, technical, and 
junior colleges in the United States 
and beyond. 

The Diversity Committee ensures 
leadership for the involvement 
of historically underrepresented 
populations with the governance 
activities of ACCT. It promotes 
respect and acceptance of diverse 
individuals and seeks to increase 
awareness of educational opportu-
nities for those populations. 

“We appreciate Diana McKnight-
Morton’s shared commitment to 
these values and policies, and we 
welcome and look forward to her 
contributions to this important 
committee’s work,” said ACCT 
Chair Roberto Zarate. “ACCT is 
committed to policies of inclusive-
ness to encourage engagement, 
values, and uniqueness, to cel-

ebrate differences and to promote 
respect for all. The association’s 
member colleges and the students 
we represent are as diverse as 
the population of our nation, and 
we draw great strength from that 

diversity.”
“I was so honored 

when (WCC President) 
Dr. (Rose) Bellanca 
announced my appoint-
ment at the board of 
trustees meeting,” said 
McKnight-Morton. “It 
is indeed a privilege to 
be chosen to serve on 
this prestigious com-
mittee with my peers 
from across the country. 
I have served as a WCC 
trustee for 21 years and 
sincerely believe the 

diversity in our community and 
on our campus should be recog-
nized and valued. I am extremely 
excited about this opportunity and 
look forward to embarking on this 
journey.” 

Dr. Bellanca said she was 
“delighted to hear” of McKnight-
Morton’s appointment.

 “She deserves this honor and 
our students, faculty and staff will 
all benefit from her work to foster 
appreciation and understanding of 
the opportunities a diverse campus 
holds,” Bellanca said. 

McKnight-Morton’s appointment 
is for a one-year term. The commit-
tee’s first meeting will be held on 
Feb. 7 at the National Legislative 
Summit in Washington, D.C. l

CORRECTION: In the August 2015 
issue of On The Record, McKnight-
Morton was incorrectly recognized 
for 10 years of service on the Michigan 
Community College Association Board 
of Trustees. The correct number is 20 
years.

College trustee
named to national
diversity committee 

McKnight-Morton

PhoToS by LyNN MoNSoN

STREAMING LIVE 
FROM WCC

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

Tucked away on the second floor of 
Washtenaw Community College’s 
Technical and Industrial building is 

a soundproof room with tight quarters, 
but everyone there manages just fine. It’s 
where Orchard Radio operates.  

Founded in 1998, the internet radio 
station streams live at orchardradio.com 
through a phone, computer or any device 
with internet access because unlike tradi-
tional radio, internet radio doesn’t rely on 
airways. 

The station is driven by students, about 
20 per semester, who are enrolled in 
WCC’s Broadcast Arts program. Streaming 
a variety of music genres, including rock, 
hip hop, pop and gospel, its audience 
reaches listeners around the world from 
Germany to Sweden to England. Needless 
to say, Orchard Radio is one of WCC’s best-
kept secrets.  

Initially, it was the affordable tuition 
that attracted Benjamin Demory, a native 
of Plainwell, Michigan, to WCC’s Broad-
cast Arts program, which he describes as 
“unbeatable.” However, the state-of-the-art 
equipment is what kept him interested. 

“The studio is simple but sophisticated. 
If you have any audio idea or dream, it can 
be realized in that room,” Demory said. 
“Being on air is unlike anything I’ve expe-
rienced yet.”

When students enroll in WCC’s Broad-
cast Arts program, they have two options: 
They can earn an associate of arts degree 
with a concentration in radio, or they can 
transfer to a four-year university, where 
they can earn a bachelor’s degree. 

Regardless of what path they choose, the 
program’s students gain hands-on experi-
ence, while learning how to write, produce 
and edit a variety of recorded and live 
productions. 

Orchard Radio is an important element 
to the program because students have the 
opportunity to hone their craft in a real-
world setting. All students are required 
to participate in Orchard Radio for one 
semester at some point during the pro-
gram.

“The improvements that students expe-
rience and demonstrate from the first time 
they open the microphone to their final 
shows are transformative and amazing,” 
said WCC Faculty Member Dena Blair, who 
is in charge of the Broadcast Arts program. 

“They gain the adeptness and confi-

dence needed to work in the industry. By 
doing a weekly radio show, they get to 
practice their hands-on artistry live in an 
educational environment, in which they 
can grow.”

Graduates of the program have gone on 
to work at several local and national radio 
stations, including W4 102.9 Cumulus 
Media in Ann Arbor, Q103 Townsquare in 
Albany, New York, and 97.9 ESPN Radio in 
Tallahassee, Florida.

Having bounced around from various 
jobs after taking a four-year break from 
school, Demory doesn’t claim to be a tradi-
tional student. 

But, after working as a golf instructor, 
greenskepper and assistant, he knew it was 
time to find a career he could take owner-
ship of and pride in.

“From police academy student to phi-
losopher and now radio, I’ve walked a lot 
of roads,” he said. “This is one I will see 
to the end. It’s fun, tough, rewarding and 
every new moment I discover, I cherish.” 

After graduation, Demory plans to stay 
in Michigan awhile longer to land a spot 
on Michigan Radio, which is an affiliate of 
National Public Radio, but ultimately, he 
dreams of the day when he can create an 
original Netflix cartoon and viewers will 

tune in and recognize his voice as the mys-
terious antagonist named Victor Vulpine. 

“It’s my dream to create something 
original and fun for all ages but kids espe-
cially,” he said. 

“I think of Victor Vulpine as being the 
cunning thief who has seen many narrow 
escapes, yet is always humbled by the big 
bad wolf at the end and winds up on the 
side of good.”

Radio may be a stepping stone to voice 
acting for Demory, but it’s also another 
way for him to perfect his vocal delivery, 
while keeping him on his toes. 

“There’s no script to follow and the 
flashing five seconds before you’re back 
live is enough to make anyone’s heart 
race,” he said. “I never know what to 
expect and that uncertainty is both 
exciting and motivating.”

Whether someone has a dream of 
becoming the next Ryan Seacrest or 
making an animated character in a pop-
ular cartoon come alive, Orchard Radio 
can help you get there. 

“The students at WCC are some of the 
best I’ve seen,” Blair said. “It’s an honor to 
be part of their journey.” l

To learn more about Orchard Radio, visit 
orchardradio.com.

WCC Instructor/Orchard Radio Station Manager Mary 
Helen Ciaravino points out a playlist schedule to WCC 
Broadcasting Arts student Benjamin Demory.

PHOTO By JESSICA BIBBEE

The Chinese Waist Drum Dance Group from the Ann hua Chinese School performs.

WCC student Maha Javed rep-
resents Pakistan in the fashion 
show.

Singer and WCC student Chris-
tina Wallag, representing Poland.
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By PRINCESS GABBARA
Writer, Public Relations

For many, sacrifice is seen as the ultimate gift. 
What better way for Washtenaw Community 
College to say thanks to our veterans than with 
a day full of festivities and a special, ribbon-
cutting ceremony to top it all off? 

To commemorate Veterans Day last November, 
WCC did just that.

The day began with a sunrise flag raising cer-
emony, followed by a breakfast and luncheon for 
WCC faculty and staff veterans and a luncheon 
for student veterans at Garrett’s — the college’s 
student-run restaurant. Additionally, 2,000 mini-
U.S. flags lined the walkways across campus. 

One of the day’s many highlights was the 
unveiling of the newly-named Veterans Center, 
honoring Tim and Laurie Wadhams for their 
ongoing financial support of WCC, particularly 
student veterans. The center is now the Wad-
hams Veterans Center. 

The Wadhams’ donation represents the largest 
gift the WCC Foundation has received and the 
gift to the Wadhams Veterans Center was the 
largest given to specifically support veterans. 

“Laurie and I are very proud that WCC has 
named the Veterans Center in our honor,” Tim 
Wadhams said. 

“The college has created a best-in-class 
resource, with a proactive, passionate staff, to 
ensure that our veterans and military families 
have effective access to the many programs 
and opportunities that are available to further 
their education. We are grateful that we are in 
a position to help those who have served and 
sacrificed for this great country of ours to pursue 
their dreams.”

The renaming ceremony took place on the 
second floor of the Student Center. The program 
also included musical performances by the 
Plymouth Fife and Drums Corps and the WCC 
Chorus. 

Former President of the WCC Student Vet-
erans Association Alberto Acosta was met with a 
standing ovation as he took the podium. Acosta 
served in the military as a pharmacy specialist 
from 2010 to 2015. 

“Inside these walls of the Veterans Center 
are seven people who have touched our lives 
and helped make that transition easier. We’re a 
family,” Acosta said. “It’s hard to express with 

words how grateful I am that they’re in our lives. 
Support is all we could ever ask for.”

U.S. Rep. Debbie Dingell was also in atten-
dance and delivered some informal remarks to 
the crowd. 

“We owe it to you, when you come home, to 
help you find a job and get an education,” she 
said. “When it comes to honoring our veterans, 
WCC is the best place I’ve seen all day.”

There to celebrate and conclude the day’s 
events was WCC President Dr. Rose B. Bellanca. 

“Each one of your sacrifices is unique and 
deeply personal. But let’s recognize that a sacri-
fice is the ultimate gift — one given selflessly and 
without any expectations in return,” she said. 
“Just saying thank you doesn’t seem to capture 
the full essence of what we, as civilians, feel 
today. We appreciate your sacrifices more than 
words can express.” l

For information about the Wadhams Veterans 
Center, visit vetcenter.wccnet.edu.

New name, but the 
mission is the same

PhoTo by KIMbERLy A. boRECKI-TRoIANo

From left: Longtime WCC supporters Tim and Laurie Wadhams, student veteran Alberto Acosta, U.S. representative 
Debbie Dingell, and WCC President Dr. Rose b. bellanca cut the ribbon at the renaming of the Wadhams Veterans 
Center.

By SUSAN FERRARO, APR
Director of Media Relations

Serving as chair of the college’s construction technology program 
keeps Washtenaw Community College faculty member Cristy Lin-
demann very busy, but she is always looking for ways to help WCC 
students. 

During her more than 12 years of teaching, she has seen firsthand 
hundreds of students who have the desire to further their education, 
but often are not able to continue their studies without some financial 
help. 

So, with great enthusiasm, she now serves as the new faculty liaison 
to the WCC Foundation, which is the fund-
raising arm of the college that provides schol-
arships and financial help to WCC students. 

In her role, she will provide WCC Founda-
tion members with updates on day-to-day 
activities of WCC faculty, who, in turn, will 
help her identify students who may be in need 
of financial assistance. 

On her own, Lindemann has set up two 
separate Foundation scholarships, one as an 
endowment fund and one specifically for stu-
dents who need financial help in emergency 
situations. She also has been involved in the 
“Tools For Success” scholarships for military 
veterans — which came from the Masco Cor-
poration Foundation. 

Lindemann notes the importance of the 
Foundation as crucial to enable WCC students 
to reach their educational dreams. 

“To see how things run at the Foundation 
level will allow me to do more to ensure WCC 
students can successfully complete their 
studies,” said Lindemann. “The work of the 
Foundation board of directors helps extend 
the financial support not just to our students, 
but oftentimes to our staff and to various departments.”

“We are so grateful for Cristy’s involvement as our faculty liaison,” 
said Julaine LeDuc, Executive Director of the WCC Foundation. “Her 
unceasing dedication to students is so admirable and we look for-
ward to the passion and enthusiasm she will bring to the Foundation 
board.” 

Additionally, Lindemann said she is looking forward to learning 
from the current members of the Foundation board and to help 
increase awareness among students of the many ways the Foundation 
can help them. 

“So many opportunities are available for students – ranging from 
books, new glasses, to tuition and fees,” she said. “I will do anything I 
can to give our students the support they need to be successful.” l

For information about the WCC Foundation, visit wccnet.edu/ 
foundation.

WCC FOUNDATION PROFILE:  Cristy Lindemann

WADHAMS VETERANS CENTER

The Washtenaw Com-
munity College Foundation 
will celebrate two historic 
milestones at its annual Mardi 
Gras fundraiser — the 30th 
anniversary of the Foundation 
and the 50th anniversary of 
the college. 

Scheduled for Saturday, 
Feb. 6 in the Morris Lawrence 
building, the “Golden Mardi 
Gras” will feature food pre-
pared by WCC culinary stu-
dents — alongside guest chefs 
from Fabulous Foods, the 
University of Michigan, Evan 
Street Station and Glass House 
Café, Katherine’s Catering 
and the American Culinary 
Federation. 

Honorary chairs are Dawn 
and Anthony Procassini, Rose 
and Joe Bellanca and Eliza-
beth Petosky. 

A reception will be held at 
6 p.m. with dinner starting at 
7:30 p.m. The evening will end 
with dessert and dancing. 

All proceeds will support 
student scholarships and the 
WCC Student Resource Center. 

To purchase tickets, visit 
wccnet.edu/foundation, click 
on News & Events and click on 
Mardi Gras.

Tickets are $250 and 
sponsorships are available. 
The evening attire is black-tie 
optional. l

An enthusiasm for 
helping students

Foundation’s 30th anniversary  
Mardi Gras fundraiser on Feb. 6

t Student-created
artwork for the event.

“I will do anything 
I can to give 
our students 
the support 

they need to be 
successful.”

– Lindemann

PhoTo by JESSICA bIbbEE

The WCC Veterans Center now honors Tim and Laurie 
Wadhams for their financial support.
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By PRINCESS GABBARA
Writer, Public Relations

Sports could be the last thing 
that comes to mind when you 
think about all that a community 
college has to offer. 

But for about 300 Washtenaw 
Community College students, the 
college’s program offers a variety 
of sports geared to almost every-
one’s skill level.  

“The more you can get stu-
dents involved in 
something outside the 
classroom, the better 
the retention rate is 
because they feel like 
they’re a part of some-
thing special,” said 
WCC Sports Coordi-
nator Matt Lucas. 

With an emphasis 
on fun and fitness, 
the college offers a 
wide selection of club, 
intramural and drop-
in sports, including 
ice hockey, volleyball, soccer, 
bowling, tennis, basketball, and 
kickball. In the spring, baseball, 
tennis, bowling, and softball are 
among the sports offered. Most 
of the facilities for these sports 
are located on campus with the 
exception of hockey, men’s and 
women’s soccer, and men’s and 
women’s volleyball.

Club sports typically require 
tryouts and are for students 
interested in competing against 
other college teams, including 

Henry Ford Community College, 
Muskegon Community College 
and Bowling Green State Univer-
sity, among others. Some travel is 
involved, as well as practice time, 
at the club level. 

Intramural sports, on the 
other hand, are for students and 
employees who want to compete 
against their peers without a big 
time commitment, according to 
the WCC Sports website. Drop-in 
sports are the least competitive 

and serve as a way for 
students and employees 
to compete in a fun, 
casual environment. 

To participate, stu-
dents must be regis-
tered for at least three 
credit hours and have 
a 2.0 cumulative GPA 
or higher. Additional 
requirements vary 
based on the sport. 

“Whether you’ve 
played for years or 
you’re relatively new 

and want to be involved, we wel-
come you,” Lucas said. “We’re 
a huge family here at the Wolf-
pack.”

Lucas also pointed out that 
students who participate in WCC 
sports walk away with invaluable 
lifelong skills, such as leadership, 
teamwork, and accountability.

Freshman Jarret Clemons is 
studying journalism, but he plays 
volleyball and is interested in 
taking up bowling. 

“It’s important to stay active, 

so you might as well have fun 
doing it,” he said. “It taught me 
leadership and how to communi-
cate with other people and that’s 
an important life skill that you 
need to be successful.”

Before making his way to WCC, 
Lucas coached football for 11 
years. 

Since stepping into the “Sports 
Coordinator” role last year, Lucas 
has been busy scheduling games, 
booking practice facilities, and 
doing all the behind-the-scenes 
logistics that are required to 
make every game happen, but 
he’s also known for his acces-
sibility. 

“Matt’s door is always open 
whether you need advice with 
your particular sport, or if life 
just happens and you need 
someone to lend an ear,” said 
criminal justice major Bryce 

Moon, who plays basketball. 
“With the way Matt is handling 
things, there’s going to be people 
lining up to play every sport 
soon.”

“Our club sports are still 
growing, but we know there are 
other students who are actively 
interested in what we’re doing,” 
Lucas added. 

“Our students are driven and 
want to see more from what 
they’re experiencing. They’re 
stepping up and they want 
to know how they can make 
their team stronger. It’s great 
to see our students become so 
involved.” l

Under the radar, 
but sports play
a role on campus

PhoTo by LyNN MoNSoN

Washtenaw Community College student athletes for the Winter 2016 semester include, from left, bryce Moon (basket-
ball), Veronica boissoneau (soccer), Laura Turnbull (dance team) and Jarret Clemons (volleyball).

Lucas

“The more you can get 
students involved in 

something outside the 
classroom, the better the 
retention rate is because 

they feel like they’re a part 
of something special.” 

— Matt Lucas
WCC Sports Coordinator 

PHOTOS BY LYNN MONSON

just happens and you need 
someone to lend an ear,” said 
criminal justice major Bryce 

their team stronger. It’s great 
to see our students become so 
involved.” l

The stage at Washtenaw Community College’s Towsley Audito-
rium was awash in motion and color in the college’s annual Neo 
Nutcracker dance performance of the holiday classic, “The Nut-
cracker.” This year’s presentation took on a unique and contempo-
rary interpretation, including hip hop, tap and jazz.

“As great as it has been in the past, Neo Nutcracker was abso-
lutely flooded with talent this year,” said WCC alumna Christine 
Sampier, who choreographed the performance. 

“Putting on an event like this year after year is wonderful 
because it brings people 
together and, as a former 
student, it’s great to see up-
and-coming dancers. And 
the fact that our students and 
community members danced 
to hip hop and a 
variety of dance 
genres keeps 
the performance 
fresh, new and exciting.”

Along with WCC students, 
local dance groups per-
forming were: Rare Paragon 
Gems; Patchwork Dance 
Troupe; Suzanne Zelnick 
Swingers; Randazzo Dance 
Company; Divercity; Move-
ment Artists Guild and Arts 
in Motion. l

Contemporary Classic

together and, as a former 
student, it’s great to see up-
and-coming dancers. And 
the fact that our students and 
community members danced 

fresh, new and exciting.”
Along with WCC students, 

local dance groups per-local dance groups per-local dance groups per
forming were: Rare Paragon 
Gems; Patchwork Dance 
Troupe; Suzanne Zelnick 
Swingers; Randazzo Dance 
Company; Divercity; Move-
ment Artists Guild and Arts 

p Choreographer and WCC 
alumna Christine Sampier as 
the mother and Chinese fortune 
cookie (left) and Phoebe Fink as 
the Snow Queen.
t Soraya Zrikem as Clara.
u Jori Metry Griffith as the 
Sugar Plum.
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WCC, EMU nursing collaboration continued from cover

move toward a proportion of 80 percent of all reg-
istered nurses earning bachelor degrees by 2020.  

The goal is for WCC to accept around 24-36 stu-
dents per year in an effort to push more EMU stu-
dents through the nursing program, so they can 
graduate and begin working in the field sooner. 
Greaves called it a “win-win for everyone.”

Last fall served as a test drive for the new 
program with a pilot group of 24 students, one of 
them being Jim Abraham. At 47, Abraham recently 
decided to change careers and is expected to 
graduate from WCC in May 2017 with an asso-
ciate degree in applied science. He will also have 
obtained the knowledge necessary to take the 
NCLEX-RN state exam to become a registered 
nurse. Then he’s off to EMU, where he will com-
plete his last four semesters. 

“This new collaborative program between WCC 
and EMU is terrific because I’ll be able to transfer 
with 94 credits,” he said. “As a family man, I need 

to be out and working in the field right away so this 
helps.”   

Students will graduate from the program having 
learned valuable skills, including leadership, 
health policy, system improvement, research and 
evidence-based practice, teamwork and collabora-
tion.

WCC has articulation agreements with five other 
universities, but this collaboration is different. 
WCC and EMU have worked hard to ensure that 
the transition is seamless for students. 

“This collaborative program capitalizes on the 
strengths of both schools,” said Michael Williams, 
Director of EMU’s School of Nursing. “WCC’s 
nursing department has been a strong partner 
of EMU for a very long time and this partnership 
simply reinforces our desire for high-quality 
nurses.” l

To learn more about WCC’s nursing program, visit 
nursing.wcccnet.edu.

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

The 2015-2016 academic year 
is a special time for Washtenaw 
Community College’s nursing 
program. 

The nursing department 
celebrates its 40th anniversary 
and it also will receive a reac-
creditation site visit on Feb. 9-11 
from the Accreditation Commis-
sion for Education in Nursing 
(ACEN). 

The nursing program has 
been accredited since 1996 with 
its last visit in 2008. 

To be reaccredited, WCC’s 
nursing department must meet 
all of ACEN’s standards and cri-
teria. During the three-day visit, 
ACEN will meet with WCC’s 
nursing faculty and students, 

visit clinical sites on campus, 
and observe some of the nursing 
courses as part of its evaluation. 
In July, WCC’s nursing depart-
ment will learn whether it has 
been reaccredited. 

Additionally, the public is 
invited to meet the site ACEN 
team and share their com-
ments regarding WCC’s nursing 
program at a Public Comments 
meeting on February 10 from 
2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the 
Morris Lawrence building, 
room 103 / 203. 

According to Gloria Velarde, 
longtime nursing faculty 
member, the WCC Board of 
Trustees approved the transfer 
of the local occupational 
program for training licensed 
practical nurses from the Ann 
Arbor Public Schools system to 

WCC in 1974.
She added that what began 

as a Practical Nurse Program 
in 1975 evolved to an Associate 
Degree Nurse (ADN) program 
in 1981 – allowing for an ongoing 
career progression from a 
Licensed Practical Nurse to a 
higher-level position as a Reg-
istered Nurse. Ten years later, 

the ADN program became the 
current Associate in Applied 
Science: Registered Nursing 
program.   

“We’ve gone through lots 
of changes over the decades, 
but our mission has always 
stayed the same,” Velarde said. 
“WCC’s nursing program is well 
respected within the commu-

nity. Local hospitals prefer our 
graduates compared to some of 
the other schools and that says 
a lot about the caliber of our stu-
dents and the quality of instruc-
tion from our faculty. 

“The evolution of the nursing 
program was and remains 
driven by the needs of the com-
munity.” l

WCC’s nursing
program hits
the big 4-0

PhoTo by STEVE KUZMA

WCC nursing students Maryann VanDaele and Adam Robichaud work on drawing blood from an arterial practice arm 
at the Sept. 2015 Free College Day event.

From left: Melina Roberts, WCC/EMU Collaborative Program Coordinator; 
Mary burns, WCC Nursing Department Chair; Valerie Greaves, Dean of WCC’s 
health Services; Michael Williams, Director of EMU’s School of Nursing; and 
Sandra hines, Associate Director of Undergraduate Studies at EMU’s School 
of Nursing.

PhoTo by LyNN MoNSoN

PhoTo by LyNN MoNSoN

Former WCC students Morgan Foreman and Corzetta Tillman and 
WCC sophomore Davon Shackleford recite parts of Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s “I have a Dream” speech.

MLK Day continued from cover

who teaches history, then delivered the keynote address 
and took the audience on a trip through Civil Rights his-
tory, including a personal anecdote about a trip to the 
South to visit relatives. It was there where his grandfather 
had to explain to him why blacks couldn’t swim in public 
swimming pools that were signed “Whites Only.”

“MLK Day is an opportunity to reflect on how far we’ve 
come and how much closer we are to Dr. King’s dream,” 
he said. 

What does MLK Day mean to people? “Dr. King is the 
reason why students of different races, ethnicities and 
faiths can all sit in the same classroom together,” said 
Morgan Foreman, a former WCC student, who also served 
as the event’s emcee. 

“We all have a responsibility to champion Dr. King’s 
spirit and to keep the dream alive in whatever way we 
can,” she said.

One of the most touching moments came when 
Foreman, Tillman, and WCC sophomore Davon Shackl-

eford took the podium and each recited parts of Dr. King’s 
iconic, “I Have a Dream” speech. The event also included 
the reading of “thought bubbles” turned in by students, 
staff and faculty who shared their dreams and hopes for 
the future.

Although it’s been 53 years since Dr. King uttered those 
famous words to a crowd of 250,000 people on the steps 
of the Lincoln Memorial, most at the WCC event agreed 
that the fight is far from over. 

“Our society and educational institutions have always 
stressed the importance of tolerance for individuals 
around us, but merely tolerating your neighbor will never 
move this society in the direction of the togetherness Dr. 
King so desperately called for,” said psychology major 
Tiara Terrell Westley-Phillips. She also performed with 
the WCC Chamber Singers. 

“When you move to understand the differences of the 
people around you, that is when you see the similarities 
and move this society toward love.” l


