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Area students, teachers 
get a glimpse of the 
future of transportation 

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

Imagine a world where vehicles communi-
cate with each other and there are far fewer 
motor vehicle accidents as a result. Sounds 
like something straight out of a sci-fi script, 
right?

Maybe so, but the high-demand, cutting-
edge technology that’s required to dramati-

cally reduce the number of car collisions is 
already here and expected to be in full force 
in five to 20 years. 

Recently, at Square One Education Net-
work’s Connected Vehicle Workshop held at 
Washtenaw Community College, local high 
school teachers and their students got a taste 
of what’s to come in the world of connected 
and autonomous vehicle technology and 
wireless communication, with a focus on 
student-led learning and hands-on demon-
strations. 

Square One Education Network is a Mich-
igan-based nonprofit foundation that’s dedi-
cated to igniting student interest in science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM). 

It reaches 15,000 students annually, mainly 
through a variety of vehicle engineering 
competitions. Established in 1994, Square 
One has worked with schools throughout the 
entire state of Michigan.

“We’re exposing K-12 students to STEM 
fields, while also giving them an opportu-
nity to then see firsthand how that science 
and technology is applied in connected and 
autonomous vehicle technology,” said WCC 
Advanced Transportation Center (ATC) 
Director Al Lecz. “Every year in the U.S., 
there are approximately 34,000 deaths 
caused by car collisions, so we’re talking 
about saving lives here, and to do that, future 

Reflecting on the events that shaped WCC over the last 50 years: 

REMOVING PHYSICAL BARRIERS
Long before legislators passed the American With 
Disabilities Act in 1990, WCC was renovating campus 
and establishing services to provide greater accessibility 
to people with disabilities. The Student Support 
Services office continues that work with emphasis 
on individualized support and adaptive technology.

SUPPORTING FAMILIES
WCC was one of the first academic institutions nationwide to recognize the need for 
onsite childcare for students, faculty and staff. The original WCC Children’s Center 
opened in September 1968 in a Quonset hut on the Willow Run campus. Today it 
resides on campus in a building designed specifically for the care and education of 
pre-school children.
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For Executive Chef Joe Nader, cooking for 65,000 fans at 
Ford Field in Detroit begins with the skills required to 
feed a single mouth.

Nader, a Motor City native and graduate of Washtenaw Com-
munity College’s Culinary Arts program, recalls the richness of 
his grandmother Angie’s cooking and credits her as a major influ-
ence in establishing roots in the culinary field more than 25 years 
ago. He worked his way up, literally cooking his way through 
college while earning  undergraduate degrees in philosophy and 
political science at Eastern Michigan University. While feeding 
diners at Gratzi in Ann Arbor, a senior chef urged him to consider 
the culinary field less as a needed job and more as a career.

Following her advice, Nader combined his experience in the 
industry with a return to the  classroom. After exploring culi-
nary programs in New York and Vermont, Nader realized that he 
had a gem in his own backyard at the college.

“The community college system is a little bit more nimble and 
better able to react than a four-year institution because instruc-
tors aren’t that removed from the industry themselves,” he said.

Nader looks only as far as his backyard to see the growth of res-
taurants in Detroit. While he doesn’t see a shortage of workers, 
he does see a lack of training. 

“I think the community college system plays a huge part in 
meeting that need,” he said.

For Nader, the value of attending a community college was 
obvious. In addition to the affordable tuition, he also knew he 
could count on quality instruction from professionals in the field. 

Student Profile
Dreams are coming true for 
international student Ederson 
Tobisawa. PAGE 6

— continued on page 7
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Washtenaw Community College is 
accredited by The Higher Learning 
Commission, 230 South LaSalle 
Street, Suite 7-500, Chicago, Illinois 
60604-1411; 800-621-7440; 
ncahlc.org. Contact 734-973-3300 
for information about Washtenaw 
Community College.

ADA/EEO/Title IX/Section 504 
Compliance Statements
Washtenaw Community College does 
not discriminate on the basis of religion, 
race, color, national origin, age, sex, 
height, weight, marital status, disability, 
veteran status, or any other protected 
status as provided for and to the extent 
required by federal and state statutes, 
nor does the college discriminate on 
the basis of sexual orientation, gender 
identity or gender expression. WCC 
is committed to compliance in all of 
its activities and services with the 
requirements of the Title IX of the 
Educational Amendments of 1972, 
Public Act 453, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, 
Public Act 220, and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990. Employment 
compliance inquiries should be directed 
to the VP of Human Resources, Room 
120 in the Business Education building, 
734-973-3497. Facility access 
inquiries should be directed to the VP for 
Facilities, Grounds and Campus Safety, 
Room PO112, Plant Operations Building, 
734-677-5322. Title IX or ADA/504 
inquiries related to programs and services 
should be directed to the VP for Student 
and Academic Services, Room SC 247, 
Student Center Building, 734-973-
3536.

Title II Student Right to Know  
and Campus Security Act 
Compliance Statement
The Student Right to Know and Campus 
Security Act of 1990 is a federal law 
that mandates the disclosure by all 
institutions of higher education of the 
rates of graduation, the number of 
incidents of certain criminal offenses, 
the type of security provided on campus, 
the pertinent policies regarding security 
on campus and policies that record 
and deal with alcohol and drug abuse. 
WCC is in full compliance and provides 
information annually through various 
means, including college publications, 
wccnet.edu or email. Inquiries concerning 
the Student Right to Know and Campus 
Security Act should be directed to 
Washtenaw Community College, Office 
of the Vice President for Student and 
Academic Services, Room SC 247, 
Student Center Building, Ann Arbor, MI 
48105-4800; 734-973-3536.

On the Record is published 
monthly by Washtenaw 
Community College, 4800 E. 
Huron River Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 
48105-4800
Comments and suggestions are 
welcomed. Email editor Susan 
Ferraro, APR, at snferraro@
wccnet.edu.
For more information about 
WCC, call 734-973-3300 or 
visit wccnet.edu.

WCC Board of Trustees
Richard J. Landau, J.D., Chair
Diana McKnight-Morton, Vice 
Chair
Christina Fleming, Secretary
David DeVarti 
Dilip A. Das, Ph.D.
Stephen J. Gill, Ph.D.
Ruth A. Hatcher
Rose B. Bellanca, Ed.D. 
WCC President

Campus Calendar
Check out these and other noncredit classes 
at wccnet.edu/economic-development

ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT CLASSESCAMPUS EVENTS

3/5

3/16

SUMMER TECH CAMPS  
& COLLEGE PREP WORKSHOPS
Get your summer in gear! Registration is 
open now for tech camps that provide fun, 
hands-on learning opportunities, and our 
career and college prep camps that help 
teens set the foundation for future success. 
For descriptions of all available camps – open 
to ages 8-18 – and registration information, 
visit wccnet.edu/camps.

HOME & LIFE:  
DIY Kitchen Remodeling

Improve the flow and function of your 
kitchen. Explore remodeling basics 
with a licensed builder including 

design, lighting, plumbing, cabinets, countertops 
and flooring.

Thursday, March 3  6:30-9 p.m.
Main Campus  Cost: $49

CREATIVE ARTS: 
Felt Collage

Create one to two collages using 
prefelted fabric that can be cut to 
any shape. 

Sunday, March 13  11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Main Campus 
Cost: $49 plus $10 mandatory fee

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:  
Microsoft Project 2013 

Learn project management best 
practices to support your success 
with this management application.

M/W, March 14-30 6-8:40 p.m.
Main Campus  Cost: $249

3/3

3/17

CAREER DEVELOPMENT: 
Resolving Conflicts Within Your Team 

Gain skills for resolving conflicts 
that hinder a team’s productivity 
by applying five key actions 

that can be used to create a productive and 
harmonious work environment.

Thursday, March 17  8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Main Campus
Cost: $140 plus $59 mandatory fee

CREATIVE ARTS:  
Introduction to Creative Nonfiction

Discover your inner voice and 
explore your imagination through 
writing creative nonfiction. 

Saturday, March 19  10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Main Campus  Cost: $69

FOOD & DRINK:  
Rustic Italian Cooking with Chicken 

Learn to prepare a marvelous 
Italian meal perfect for Sunday 
supper.

Wednesday, March 23 6-9 p.m. 
Dixboro United Methodist Church 
Cost: $39 plus $30 mandatory fee

CONSTRUCTION  
AND CODE COMPLIANCE:  
MIOSHA Lifting and Digging, 
Construction Cranes and Rigging

Review MIOSHA regulations for 
lifting and digging and the rules 
regarding crane assembly and 

disassembly, inspections, safe operation, power 
line safety, and required training, certifications 
and qualifications.

Wednesday, March 23 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Main Campus  Cost: $120

3/16

3/16

3/29

FREE COLLEGE DAY
Whether you’re interested in dance and 

photography or chemistry 
and aviation, Free College Day 
has something for you. The 

semiannual event is be open to everyone, 
including community members, who will have 
the opportunity to sit in on multiple 60-to-90- 
minute sessions led by WCC faculty members 
and community enrichment instructors. Visit 
www.wccnet.edu/activities/free-college-day/ 
for a list of offerings or to register.

SPRING CAREER FAIR
Jump start your career. Connect with more than 

75 employers from all industries that 
are hiring. Register at wccnet.edu/
careerservices.

CURRENT STUDENT REGISTRATION
Registration for Spring/Summer and Fall 

semesters opens for current credit 
students. Visit wccnet.edu/apply to 
begin the process.

WCC STUDENT ART SHOW RECEPTION
Encompassing 2D, 3D and digital media, the 

WCC Student Art Show takes place 
March 3-31 on the second floor of 
the Student Center. There will be 

a reception for the art show from 5-7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 16. Awards will be announced 
at 6 p.m. More information on page 4.

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION
Registration for Spring/Summer and Fall 

semesters opens for new credit 
students. Visit wccnet.edu/apply to 
begin the process.

WASHTENAW COUNTY  
ECONOMIC OUTLOOK
The Washtenaw Economic Club is hosting 
its first luncheon in its 2016 lecture series, 

Washtenaw County Economic 
Outlook, beginning with registration 
at networking at 10:30 a.m. on 

Tuesday, March 22 in the Morris Lawrence 
Building on the WCC campus. Lunch is served at 
noon, followed by guest speakers George Fulton 
of the University of Michigan and Richard Wallace 
of the Center for Automotive Research. For more 
information or to purchase tickets, visit wec.
wccnet.edu/upcoming-events/

COMMUNITY RESOURCE FAIR
Connect with community organizations that 

provide resources in the areas of 
food and housing, transportation, 
health care, child care, employment, 

education and more. For more information, visit 
wccnet.edu/careerservices.

3/13

3/14

3/16

DIGITAL MARKETING: 
LinkedIn for Your Business

Build or tweak your business or 
organization’s LinkedIn page to 
optimize positive exposure, drive 

traffic to your website and increase brand 
awareness.

Wednesdays, March 16-23 6-9 p.m.
Main Campus  Cost: $99

3/17

3/19

3/23

3/23

DIGITAL MARKETING: 
Effective Email Marketing

Get started using email 
as a marketing tool. Gain 
understanding of the key 

elements of email marketing from building 
and maintaining contact lists to analyzing the 
results of a campaign. 

Wednesday, March 30 6-9 p.m.
Main Campus  Cost: $45

3/30

HOME & LIFE:  
DIY Basements, from  
Cellar to Family Retreat 

Acquire tips on how to renovate 
your basement through 
instruction and hands-on work.

Thursday, March 24 6:30-9 p.m.
Main Campus  Cost: $49

3/24

CORRECTION
A photograph of radiology students 
that appeared on page 2 of the 
Jan.-Feb. 2016 edition of On The 
Record was incorrectly credited. 
The photo was taken by Kimberly 
A. Borecki-Troiano.

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

Though the judges at the Entrepreneur-
ship Center’s first-ever “Pitch Competi-
tion” at Washtenaw Community College 
won’t be nearly as brutal as the ones on 
ABC’s “Shark Tank,” the event is sure to 
be just as entertaining and full of brilliant 
minds and even more brilliant ideas. 

From 6 to 9 p.m. on Thursday, April 
21, at the Great Lakes Regional Training 
Center, entrepreneurs at all levels of 
education and experience will pitch their 
business ideas for a chance to win cash 
prizes, while sharpening their entrepre-
neurial skills and getting closer to making 
their dreams a reality. The prizes range 
from $250 to $1,500. 

“If you want your business to be suc-
cessful, you have to learn how to pitch 
and sell your idea in a short amount of 
time to strangers, who know nothing 
about you or your company,” said Kristin 

Gapske, manager at the Entrepreneurship 
Center.

There will be three categories: Start, 
Build and Grow. The Start category is for 
anyone who is still in the idea phase; Build 
is for someone who’s been in business 
for six months or less; and Grow is aimed 
toward those who’ve established a suc-
cessful business that have several clients, 
but are looking to take their company to 
the next level.  

Contestants will have three to five min-
utes, depending on the category, to pitch 
their ideas to a group of five judges com-
prised of WCC business faculty members 
and local business owners. 

Counselors at the Michigan Small Busi-
ness Development Center will provide 
three group consultations, where they 
will discuss business planning and what 
makes the “perfect” pitch. Additionally, 
participants are required to attend at least 
two workshops offered at the Entrepre-
neurship Center prior to the competition. 

“Everyone will have an opportunity 
to practice their pitch in front of a group 
of people and receive feedback,” Gapske 
said. “So much of what we do here is 
about providing our clients with the tools 
and resources they need to make their 
startup a success and this competition 
sort of ties it all together.”

Canton resident Rebecca Eaddy is still 
in the beginning stages of starting her 
business and will be one of the contes-
tants trying to sell her idea. 

At age 14, Eaddy began studying clas-
sical voice and has performed with the 
Lyric Opera of Chicago chorus and toured 
with both New York Harlem Productions 
and the American Spiritual Ensemble in 
Europe. She also has ties to the Sphinx 
Organization, a Detroit-based nonprofit 
with a focus on diversity in classical 
music.

“My business (Cactus Creative LLC) will 
provide business-related and community-
based resources to artists across genres 

and mediums and will also provide net-
working opportunities that foster collabo-
ration and creativity,” she explained. 

Eaddy pointed out that the Entrepre-
neurship Center has provided her with 
direct information, along with a plethora 
of community-based resources. At the 
competition, she hopes to gain “knowl-
edge of and experience in the pitch 
process, while interacting with other 
business-minded people.” 

Before winners are announced, there 
will be a mini milestone celebration, 
where past Entrepreneurship Center 
clients will share their successes in an 
informal, pass-the-mic setting. 

“It’ll be exciting to watch people 
progress and grow as an entrepreneur,” 
Gapske said. “Whether they win or not, 
they’ll learn something.

“This is an extension of the great work 
the Entrepreneurship Center does and the 
important role we play within the com-
munity.” l

Ready, set, pitch at WCC Entrepreneurship Center

3/22
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By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

As Washtenaw Community College’s 
50th anniversary approached, Per-
forming Arts faculty members Tracy Jaffe 
and Dr. Joseph Daniel realized the college 
did not have an official song. 

So, they set out to write one themselves. 
No easy task, but together, Daniel, who 

composed the music, and Jaffe, who wrote 
the lyrics, squeezed 50 years’ worth of 
WCC’s history of opening its doors to the 
community into a 40-second song appro-
priately titled, “Opening Doors.” 

“We wanted to tell a story that captured 
WCC’s true spirit, essence and role within 
the community, so we were mindful of the 
wording we used with a focus on active 
verbs,” Jaffe said. 

“The lyrics and music are simple so that 
everyone can participate. The song was 
specifically written so that it could outlast 
the 50th anniversary. We want it to be 
timeless.”

The song has already been performed 
at various campus events, including last 
year’s Veterans Day ceremony and a cel-
ebration honoring Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day in January. 

Jaffe and Daniel were not asked to write 
a 50th anniversary song. They wrote 
“Opening Doors” out of their love and 
appreciation for the college. 

“What’s beautiful about WCC is that it’s 
been ‘opening doors’ for students who 
may have experienced more closed doors 
in their lives and had to overcome signifi-
cant obstacles on their journey,” Daniel 
said. “So, it was an honor and privilege to 
be able to reflect that in this song.” 

But it wasn’t easy. Unlike famous 
songwriting duos such as Elton John and 
Bernie Taupin or John Lennon and Paul 
McCartney, they couldn’t lock themselves 
away in a quiet room or studio for hours 
until they had the “perfect” song. 

Moreover, it was Jaffe and Daniel’s 
first time writing and composing music 
together.  

“There was a job to do and I knew I had 
to come up with something,” Jaffe said. 
“You have to start somewhere, so I would 
jot down whatever ideas came to mind 

and then come back to them a day or two 
later.”   

As for the music? 
“Knowing that our singers had to learn 

the song fairly quickly, the music is pretty 
academic and uses the fundamentals of 
music theory,” Daniel said. “I was pas-
sionate about wanting to create some-
thing that almost anybody could hum 
along to after only hearing it a couple 
times.” 

And because creativity can strike at any 
time, Jaffe and Daniel found themselves 
playing phone tag when and wherever a 
new chord or lyric came to mind. 

“Sometimes, I’d be driving in my car 
and I’d call Tracy and say, ‘You know, I 
think we should really change this part of 
the song,’” Daniel said. “It was important 

for us to set our egos aside and give each 
other honest feedback, which is easy to 
do when you’re working with one of your 
best friends.”

“I joke that we’re like (Paul) Simon and 
(Art) Garfunkel except that we actually 
like each other,” Jaffe added.  

After months spent writing and 
rewriting lyrics and chord progressions 
and agonizing over certain phrases, Jaffe 
and Daniel say they are genuinely proud 
to have both their names attached to 
something they hope will go well beyond 
WCC’s 50th anniversary as the college 
continues “opening doors” for another 50 
years.  

“It’s not something we take lightly,” 
Jaffe said. “We consider ourselves incred-
ibly lucky.” l

WCC songwriting 
duo creates a song 
for the decades

Performing Arts faculty members Tracy Jaffe (left) and Dr. Joseph Daniel collaborated to create 
“Opening Doors,” a song that honors WCC’s 50th anniversary.

PHOTO BY JESSICA BIBBEE

‘Opening Doors’ lyrics 
Started on an orchard grove

Now fruits of knowledge flourish
Inviting our community 

Our vision keeps us strong
Opening minds  

(yes, opening minds!)
Opening hearts  

(yes, opening hearts and minds!)
Celebrating opening doors

Celebrating opening doors for all
Oh Washtenaw!

Hear it live 
The WCC Chamber Singers Choral 
Ensembles will perform “Opening 
Doors” during its upcoming “Music: 
The International Language” concert. 
It is scheduled for 7 p.m. on April 
23 at the Towsley Auditorium in the 
Morris Lawrence building. 

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

It was cold outside, but that didn’t stop 
hundreds of students and staff and ven-
dors from making their way to Washtenaw 
Community College’s 14th annual Winter 
Welcome Day recently.

Held on the first and second floors in 
the Student Center, the day’s festivities 
drew in approximately 45 WCC clubs and 
academic departments. Local businesses, 
such as Ypsi Real, Zap-Zone and Marco’s 
Pizza, among many others, were also 
present.

Student attendees learned about avail-
able programs and services at the college, 
including the WCC Student Resource 
Center, the Health and Fitness Center 
across the street from campus on Huron 
River Drive, the WCC Sustainability 

Council, and WCC’s Counseling & Career 
Planning department. Airbrushed tattoos 
and wax hand molds were available for 
the fun side of the event.

“It was great to see so many students 
stop by the many tables hosted by com-
munity groups and WCC departments 
and organizations,” said Student Activi-
ties Coordinator Rachel Barsch. “We’re 
thankful to the many organizations that 
hosted a table and informed students 
about the many resources available to 
them. Welcome Day is a great way for 
students to make connections and learn 
more about what’s happening on campus. 
We’re already looking forward to fall’s 
Welcome Day.” l

The next Welcome Day event is tentatively 
scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 14. For more 
information, contact Rachel Barsch at 734-
973-3691.

Cold outside, warm inside
for Winter Welcome Day

Tyler Strauss and Claire Dykstra, Co-Presidents of the WCC Chess Club, hosted a table at Winter 
Welcome Day and challenged attendees to a game of chess.

PHOTO BY JESSICA BIBBEE
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By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

You don’t have to be an art aficionado to admire 
the many pieces on display right now at Washt-
enaw Community College’s Student Art Show. 
From now until March 31, artwork encompassing 
2D, 3D and digital arts is being showcased on the 
second floor in the Student Center.

A reception is scheduled for Wednesday, March 
16 from 5 to 7 p.m. on the second floor in the Stu-
dent Center. Awards will be announced at 6 p.m. 
with the following prizes up for grabs: a four-hour 
tuition award course to be taken at WCC and gift 
certificates to Blick Art Materials, Barnes & Noble, 
and the Art Center of Ann Arbor. Tom DeMay Jr., 
co-creative director of the Octane Design firm in 

Royal Oak and Lynne Settles, founding member 
of the Ypsilanti African American Mural Group, 
will serve as two of the five jurors. 

“The (WCC Student) Art Show is a great way to 
showcase the high caliber of work that’s created 
by our students through WCC’s art courses,” 
said Allison Fournier, department chair of the 
Humanities, which houses the fine arts discipline.

“In the past, we’ve displayed the pieces in a 
gallery setting, but art can be intimidating to a lot 
of people,” added Ingrid Ankerson, WCC Graphic 
Design faculty member and co-chair of the Digital 
Media Arts department. 

“We wanted to make it more accessible by 
showcasing all of this wonderful artwork in 
the Student Center, which is the heart of WCC’s 
campus.” l

Art takes (Student) Center stage 

By JESSICA BIBBEE 
Work Study Student, 

Public Relations

It’s 54 miles straight up US-23 
from Ann Arbor to Flint. But 
the communities grew much 
closer together in the last few 
weeks.

In response to the lead 
contamination water crisis 
affecting the residents of Flint, 
Washtenaw Community Col-
lege staff, faculty and students 
joined a county-wide effort to 
collect water donations.

Jason Morgan, director of 
Government and Community 
Relations at WCC, felt that the 
college had a responsibility 
as a public institution to get 
involved in the county-wide 
water drive, led by state Rep. 
Adam Zemke, D-Ann Arbor. 

In order to load and move 
that much water, Morgan 
asked Brandon Trucker, dean 
of Advanced Technology & 
Public Service Careers at WCC, 
for assistance in securing 
transportation. Dave Haight 
of Michael K Trucking also 
donated a trailer that was used 
in transporting the water dona-
tions.

After earlier conversations 
with members of the Rotary 
Club of Dexter and Trustee 
Diana McKnight-Morton, 
Morgan knew who to call.

“If it weren’t for Pete Lesh-
kevich on the ground, making 
sure that all that water got 
loaded and that we had the 
volunteers to help with that, 
we wouldn’t have been able to 
do it.”

Leshkevich, director of Stu-
dent Development & Activities, 
has overseen and participated 
in many volunteer efforts in his 
13 years at the college. 

“I’ve seen some major efforts 
in the areas of giving and dona-
tions and kindness and service, 
but this event was a little bit 
different,” he said. 

From volunteers and col-
lection to the short notice and 
demand for transportation, 
Leshkevich organized the 
logistics that aren’t always vis-
ible to the public. 

With a goal to collect enough 
bottled water donations to 
fill an entire semi trailer, or 
roughly 600 cases, WCC’s 
efforts more than doubled the 
goal, resulting in the collec-
tion of more than 1,250 cases 
— more than 30,000 bottles of 
water and addition of another 
semi trailer.

Not that Morgan was sur-
prised by the turnout. 

“It was a much larger under-
taking than I ever imagined,” 
he said. “It was only because 
the community response was 

so positive and supportive that 
we had far more water and 
donations than we expected.” 

“The most important thing in 
an effort like this is the people 
who gave of their time and 
effort,” Leshkevich explained. 
“The Auto Tech guys who 
helped pack everything and get 
it to Flint and unload it volun-
teered their time.” 

Nina Pu is a 21-year-old 
student officer in the Student 
Development & Activities, 
serving as President of the Eng-
lish as a Second Language Club. 
She worked the event as staff 
and then stayed after hours as 
a volunteer on her own time. 

A native of China, Pu admits  
she had never gotten involved 
in social volunteering opportu-
nities in her homeland.

“I came here and saw that 
volunteering is a really big 
deal for Americans, she said. 
“I feel happy when I volunteer, 
because I think it’s a good thing 
to help your community.”

In total, 200,000 bottles 
of water were donated to the 
citizens of Flint through the 
Washtenaw County Water 
Drive Coalition. While some 
donated water, others donated 
money amounting to more 
than $23,000 raised on the 
GoFundMe page, Washtenaw 
Water Drive for Flint.

Leshkevich was humbled 
by the campus community 
response. 

“There’s an overwhelming 
desire to do good things that 
comes from our campus com-
munity, and supporting that is 
a privilege,” he said. l

Student volunteer Mateo Piper (front right) and student workers Nina Pu (left) and Julia Selig (center) from the 
Student Development & Activities office organize the loading of donated water bottles.

PHOTO BY JESSICA BIBBEE

Water flows from 
Ann Arbor to Flint

WCC collection more than doubles its target goal,  
adds to Washtenaw County Water Drive Coalition

“I’ve seen some major 
efforts in the areas of 
giving and donations 

and kindness and 
service, but this event 

was a little bit different.”
– Pete Leshkevich,

WCC Director  
of Student  

Development 
& Activities

WCC student Farah Nassereddine’s 
work from 3D Design (ART 108).

WCC student Clare Firn’s work from a 
Drawing II course (ART 122).

By SUSAN FERRARO, APR 
Director of Media Relations

Students from Washtenaw Community College’s Auto Body Repair, 
Auto and Motorcycle Service departments attended Education Day at 
the 2016 North American International Auto Show (NAIAS) in Detroit. 
They were accompanied by Auto Body Repair instructor Jay Mosquera. 

In its twelfth year, the NAIAS Education Day provides opportuni-
ties for students of all ages to attend the show, participate in tours by 
experts in their fields of interest and attend career presentations. l

WCC students enjoy a stationary ride in a Ruby Red 2016 Ford Mustang GT 
convertible at the 2016 North American International Auto Show.

PHOTO BY SUSAN FERRARO

Students rev engines 
at Detroit auto show

By JESSICA BIBBEE 
Work Study Student, Public Relations

As part of Washtenaw Community College’s commitment to campus 
safety, students were invited to participate recently in two ALICE 
training sessions in the Morris Lawrence building.

ALICE — an acronym for alert, lockdown, inform, counter and evac-
uate — prepares individuals to handle the threat of an active shooter by 
participating in their own survival while leading others to safety.

The sessions followed earlier training for faculty and staff held last 
November and early January. More than 40 students participated in the 
afternoon and evening training sessions, which included a two-hour lec-
ture by Sgt. Keith Flores of the Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Department. 

The purpose of the training is to make students aware of their sur-
roundings on and off campus. Sgt. Flores walked participants through 
a collection of statistics and simple ways to stay mindful and remove 
oneself should a dangerous situation arise. 

Students were also invited to participate in staged scenarios that 
paired real-world simulations with question-and-answer sessions. l

Inquiries regarding future ALICE trainings should be directed to the office 
of Student and Academic Services at (734) 973-3536. 

WCC students receive
active shooter training

Sgt. Keith Flores of the Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Department conducted a 
two-hour safety lecture for more than 40 WCC students.

PHOTO BY JESSICA BIBBEE
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It was a night of elegance, exquisite food and special toasts as the 2016 Golden Mardi Gras 
celebrated two milestone anniversaries – the 50th anniversary of Washtenaw Community 
College and the 30th anniversary of the Washtenaw Community College Foundation. 
As in years past, the food and desserts showcased the talents of WCC’s culinary students, 
who worked under the guidance of WCC program instructors and guest chefs from Ann 
Arbor restaurants, the University of Michigan, and Katherine’s Catering Company. Music 
was provided by the WCC Jazz Combo and L’USA. Honorary chairs for the event were WCC 
President Dr. Rose B. Bellanca, Elizabeth Petoskey, chair, WCC Foundation Board and Anthony 
and Dawn Procassini. Anthony was a former WCC Trustee and Foundation Board member. 
Proceeds from the event will support scholarships for WCC students. Over the years, the WCC 
Foundation has awarded more than 10,000 scholarships – totaling more than $6.2 million. 
“It was a magical evening,” said Dr. Bellanca. “We are so appreciative of the support of our 
community and our Foundation members. We know that behind each dollar raised is a person 
who shares a passion and enthusiasm for our college.” l

CELEBRATING MILESTONES

p WCC culinary students, guest chefs and employees of a local 
catering company worked hard to make the event a success 
(above left, below), and then received high-fives for a job well done 
(above right).

u Members of the WCC Jazz Combo kept a lively beat.

uu Richard J. Landau (far right), Chair of the WCC Board of 
Trustees was joined at the gala by his wife, Kristen Tsangaris, 
and their friends, Andrea Kehrer-Bates and Don Bates.

Davon Shackleford, president of WCC’s chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, delivers a 
powerful speech to the YouthBuild inductees.

PHOTO BY JESSICA BIBBEE

Twenty-one Washtenaw County youths were wel-
comed to campus last month, becoming first round 
participants in the Washtenaw Community College 
YouthBuild program. All 21 successfully completed 
a six-day Mental Toughness challenge in order to 
be eligible for the special training program.

YouthBuild is an $899,000 U.S. Department of 
Labor three-year program awarded to WCC last 
fall. Its goal is to teach building construction skills 
to disadvantaged youth from Ypsilanti and Ypsi-
lanti Township while they work toward earning a 
GED.

Keynote speaker Davon Shackleford, president 
of WCC’s chapter of Phi Kappa Theta, an interna-
tional student honor society of two-year colleges, 

addressed the inductees with a powerful statement 
about potential and believing in oneself.

“Chase the impossible because when you do 
that, you achieve what nobody thought was pos-
sible,” he told the students.

Shackleford will continue to support the new 
students as a mentor. The program also is seeking 
community members who are willing to mentor 
the students. 

Bonnie Truhn, Adult Transitions Manager 
at WCC said, “It’s a wonderful opportunity for 
students who may have faced obstacles or chal-
lenges in the past to start anew. This is just another 
example of how this college is focused on opening 
doors for everyone in the community.” l

WCC welcomes 21 local youth 
to new YouthBuild program

p WCC President Dr. Rose B. Bellanca welcomes attendees from the Mardi Gras stage. 

t Faculty members Thornton Perkins, History instructor, and Kiela Samuels, pharmaceutical 
technology instructor, dance to the sounds of L’USA.PHOTOS BY LYNN MONSON
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By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

You might call it “channeling.” 
Washtenaw Community College recently 

launched its own Making Movies YouTube 
Channel. 

Making Movies was created by the Digital 
Media Arts (DMA) department as a way to gain 
prospective students, ideally those in middle 
school and high school, with an interest in 
digital video. Over the course of the next few 
weeks, additional episodes, around two per 
week, will be uploaded and each production 
will focus on a different aspect of filmmaking, 
including audio, lighting, editing, and story-
telling. 

“Having this YouTube channel will help to 
position the college and serve as a preview of 
what students learn when they choose WCC 
for digital arts,” said Dr. Kimberly M. Hurns, 
dean of Business and Computer Technologies at 
WCC. “It exemplifies the quality of our instruc-
tors, while also showcasing the skill set of our 
talented students.”

According to the Making Movies website, the 
channel will also offer tutorials on conducting 
interviews and framing a shot, as well as com-
prehensive build kits that educate young film-
makers on how to build their own equipment 
for a fraction of the retail cost. Student films that 
“really hit the mark” will be showcased as well.  

The Making Movies YouTube channel, 
as Hurns pointed out, is being marketed to 
prospective students via email from college 
recruiting, as well as strategic placement on 
relevant sites, such as Twitter and Instagram to 
gain subscribers.

“It’s the coolest thing ever,” said WCC student 
Eileen Meier, who’s enrolled in the Digital Video 
program. “It gives me more excitement to learn 
about the field. All the instructors here have so 
much knowledge, so I can’t wait to see what else 
is in store.”

Described as “the YouTube channel for film-
makers,” Making Movies has been more than 

a year in the making. DMA faculty member 
Garrett Sammons, who’s also a former WCC stu-
dent, said the new channel was a true collabora-
tive effort that wouldn’t be possible without the 
entire team. 

“We talked about doing something like 
this for a while, so it’s exciting to see it finally 
come together,” said Matthew Zacharias, WCC 
Digital Media Arts faculty member. “Now that 
it’s finally here, we just want to keep it moving 
forward. No other college is doing what we’re 
doing.”

Although Making Movies was created to high-
light the college’s Digital Video program, WCC’s 
DMA department is also known for its hands-
on programs in 3D Animation, Graphic Design 
Technology, Photography, and Web Design & 
Development. In each program, students learn 
from and make connections with industry 
experts, while utilizing the latest state-of-the-
art equipment and technology to hone their 
craft. They can either complete a certificate 
or associate degree or transfer to a college or 
university. 

Furthermore, WCC students in the Digital 
Video program have taken home first place 
awards at the Annual Michigan Emmy Gala for 
three consecutive years, which Hurns pointed 
out as one more reason not to underestimate a 
two-year institution such as WCC. 

“When most people think of a community 
college, they think of a place where students can 
get all their (general education) courses out the 
way before they transfer to a four-year college 
or university, but WCC offers much more than 
that,” Hurns said. 

“When thinking about everything that our 
Digital Video program offers from allowing 
students to rent equipment, so they don’t have 
to purchase it themselves, to our faculty’s 
expertise, I don’t believe there’s a better value 
anywhere else,” she continued. “We want 
prospective students to realize they don’t have 
to attend a private art institute that costs an arm 
and a leg. They have a gem right here in their 
own backyard.” l

‘That’s a wrap!’
WCC builds momentum for its Digital Video  

program by launching new YouTube channel

New dean 
takes on  
economic, 
community 
development

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

Washtenaw Community 
College’s newest dean brings a 
wealth of experience from both 
the public and private sectors. 
And those experiences are 
critical as WCC moves forward 
in developing the workforce of 
today and tomorrow.

After serving three months as 
Executive Director for Economic 
and Community Development at 
WCC, Niko Dawson was recently 
named Dean of Economic and 
Community Development. 

As someone with nearly a 
decade in managerial experi-
ence with career and placement 
services programs, Dawson 
comes to WCC from Oakland 
Community College, where he 
spent eight years as Director of 
Economic and Workforce Devel-
opment. 

“Niko Dawson brings with 
him nine years of administrative 
experience in Workforce Devel-
opment at Oakland Community 
College and a wealth of industry 
experience as a former employee 
of both Chrysler Corporation 
and General Motors Onstar 
Systems,” said Dr. Michelle K. 
Mueller, WCC’s vice president 
of Economic, Community and 
College Development. “I am 
delighted to have Niko on my 
Economic and Community 
Development team because he 
is an innovative and entrepre-
neurial thinker. More impor-
tantly, he is smart and collabora-
tive, which makes him a perfect 
fit to serve our community.”

Dawson holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in marketing 
and a master’s degree in public 
administration with an emphasis 
in human resource management 
from Grambling State University 
in Grambling, Louisiana.

In his new role, Dawson will 
maintain local and regional rela-
tionships with key community 
groups and organizations within 
Washtenaw County, determine 
the education needs of local 
employers, job seekers, and 
the regional community, and 
oversee the WCC Small Business 
Development Center personnel 
and programming, among other 
duties.

“I believe that WCC is, and has 
been, a tremendous resource to 
this community, and I would love 
to continue the 50-year legacy 
of offering quality programs and 
services for this region,” Dawson 
said. “I’ve come to learn that this 
community loves WCC, and we 
in turn love this community. 

“There are many capable and 
intelligent people on staff here 
at WCC, and I look forward to 
collaboratively working with 
all internal staff, faculty, and/
or departments in order to 
serve our students, alumni, and 
community. I’ve also taken a 
few moments to meet and greet 
some of the WCC students, and 
I’ve marveled at some of their 
academic pursuits and career 
plans.” l

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

When Washtenaw Community 
College international student 
Ederson Tobisawa left his 
hometown of Mogi das Cruzes, a 
metropolitan region of the state 
Sao Paulo in Brazil four years 
ago, he considered moving to 
Russia to jumpstart his life as a 
medical student.

But he noticed that the good, 
affordable Russian program also 
required an advanced English 
course as part of its curriculum. 

He thought, “What better way 
to learn English than immersing 
myself in a culture where Eng-
lish is the official language?” 

Suddenly, there was a major 
detour en route to his dream of 
becoming a doctor. 

Tobisawa traveled more than 
5,000 miles to the U.S., where 
he would eventually pick up 
the language. While taking 
English courses at the Michigan 
Language Center in Ann Arbor, 
Tobisawa realized he wanted 
to continue his college studies 
in the U.S., but first, he had to 
return home to help his father 
with his trucking business. 

While in Brazil, the then 
23-year-old received some sage 

wisdom from his aunt back in 
Chicago, where she resides. Her 
advice led him to discover WCC, 
where he would finally start to 
pursue his dreams of going to 
medical school, something he 
never deemed possible before 
stepping foot on WCC’s campus. 

“There aren’t any commu-
nity colleges in Brazil, so you 
only have the option of going 
to a university, but attending 
a four-year college right away 
was too expensive,” he said. “At 
first, I didn’t think my dream 
of becoming a cardiovascular 
surgeon was possible due to the 
costs. 

“When I came to WCC in 2014, 
I wasn’t expecting to have all 
these great opportunities, but 
the college really gave me the 
confidence I needed.”

Fast forward to 2016 and Tobi-
sawa now plans to transfer to the 
University of Michigan this fall. 

Last summer, Tobisawa was 
part of the carefully selected 
group of students who partici-
pated in U-M’s Undergraduate 
Research Opportunity Program 
(UROP), which is designed for 
community college students 
with the desire to transfer to 
U-M, Ann Arbor. 

Students learn firsthand 

what it’s like to be an academic 
researcher by completing indi-
vidual research projects, while 
also exploring academic careers 
and postgraduate careers, 
according to the university’s 
website. 

“It was an eye-opening experi-
ence,” Tobisawa said. “During 
those 10 weeks, I learned how 
to work as a team, worked with 
directly graduate students, and 
I’ve managed to keep in touch 
with the Principal Investigator 
of the lab where I worked and 
other UROP staff even after the 
program ended. U-M can be very 
intimidating, but UROP made 
me more confident as student.”

Although Tobisawa always 
aspired to be a doctor, his life 
purpose and passion for the 
medical field became clearer 
during a very difficult time for 
his family. 

“My dad suffered a heart 
attack in 2007,” he said. “Thank-
fully, he’s fine now, but I just 
want to be able to help others 
the same way those doctors 
helped my dad.”

That passion is what keeps 
Tobisawa pushing forward 
despite all the challenges 
that come along with being a 
student, let alone a soon-to-be 

medical student. 
Additionally, his family’s sup-

port has and continues to play 
an integral role in his success. 

Several months from now, 
Tobisawa will likely be plug-
ging away at his first semester 
at Michigan, but he said he is 
forever grateful to WCC for pro-
viding a solid foundation. 

“When I look back and think 
about how much I’ve grown, I 
have WCC to thank for that. I 
wish I could stay here for my 
pre-med,” he added with a 
smile. 

“WCC has such a friendly 
environment, which is espe-
cially important when you’re so 
far away from home.” l

WCC STUDENT PROFILE: Ederson Tobisawa

Medical school dream close to reality

“I believe that WCC 
is, and has been, a 

tremendous resource to 
this community, and I 
would love to continue  

the 50-year legacy  
of offering quality 

programs and services  
for this region.”

– Niko Dawson,
WCC Dean of Economic & 
Community Development

To learn more about the Making Movies YouTube 
channel, visit makingmovies.tv.

PHOTO BY JESSICA BIBBEE

“When I came to 
WCC in 2014, I 

wasn’t expecting  
to have all these 

great opportunities, 
but the college 
really gave me  
the confidence  

I needed.”

– Ederson 
Tobisawa

PHOTO BY KIMBERLY A. BORECKI-TROIANO
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skilled technician talent is 
greatly needed.”

Technology was on dis-
play throughout the day. 
Students and teachers 
sat at tables where they 
operated autonomous 3D 
printed mobile platforms 
with the sensors and soft-
ware needed to commu-
nicate with other similar 
vehicles. 

How does WCC play a 
role in all this? The ATC 
provides training needed 
to meet the demands of 
the latest advanced trans-
portation technologies. 
The college is part of an 
educational pipeline that 
starts with K-12 students, 
who attend schools where 
STEM learning is empha-
sized, to a two-year insti-
tution like WCC, where 
students can earn a certif-
icate or associate degree. 
They can continue in that 
pipeline by transferring to 
a four-year college or uni-
versity, where they may 
pursue an engineering 
degree in related fields. 
Or they can find much-
needed, well-paying jobs 
in the transportation tech 
industry with the two-
year degree or certificate 
they’ve earned.

Someone needs to 
make sure the sophis-
ticated computers and 
communication devices 
are providing driver 
collision warnings or 
literally driving cars are 
maintained and repaired. 
That’s what the Square 
One and WCC partnership 
is all about. 

“There’s not a lot being 
done right now to invite 
students into this space, 
so having this relationship 
with WCC is vital,” said 
Karl Klimek, executive 
director of Square One 
Education Network. “If 

Michigan wants to domi-
nate this technology, it’s 
critical for us to find ways 
to collaborate. Otherwise, 
the technology and talent 
will move someplace else 
and greatly impact Michi-
gan’s economy. That’s the 
big picture here.

“These students are the 
pioneers in delivering this 
smart technology that will 
ultimately change the way 
we drive not only in this 
country but around the 
world. That is precisely 
why we developed this 
Connected Vehicle pro-
gram for K-12 schools.” l

Square One continued from cover

Bob Jones, an instructor with Square One Education Network, holds the starting platform of 
an autonomous vehicle model as he talks with area high school teachers and students during a 
workshop at Washtenaw Community College.

PHOTO BY LYNN MONSON

You could see it in the smiles. You could hear it from the audience.
Washtenaw Community College’s January 2016 Honors Convocation 
was truly a joyous occasion as WCC students who achieved Honors 
(a grade point average of 3.5 and above) and High Honors (3.8 and 
above) paraded across the stage as their names were read to receive 
the special certificates. 
A large audience of students, friends and families listened to 
congratulatory remarks by WCC President Dr. Rose B. Bellanca, 
Vice President of Instruction Dr. Michael Nealon, and WCC Board of 
Trustee Secretary Christina Fleming. Rounding out the remarks was 
an inspirational speech by Davon Shackleford, president of the WCC 
chapter of Phi Theta Kappa. 
“This moment in time reflects not an ending – but the beginning of 
a new season in your life,” said Dr. Bellanca. “We are honored and 
grateful you chose WCC as your academic home.” l

HONORING 
EXCELLENCE

By SUSAN FERRARO, APR 
Director of Media Relations

Following a recent visit to the 
University of Michigan Transporta-
tion Research Institute (UMTRI), 
WCC President Dr. Rose B. Bellanca is 
encouraging all Washtenaw Commu-
nity College students, faculty, staff and 
their families to get involved in the next 
phase of connected vehicle research.  

Dr. Bellanca met with UMTRI 
Director Dr. James R. Sayer, who 
explained the different types of tech-
nology needed to equip cars to partici-
pate in the connected vehicle research 
study. They also discussed the value of 
a continued partnership between WCC 
and UMTRI by involving WCC students 
in the study and continuing to expand 
the WCC curricula to train students for 
jobs that will require an understanding 
of how advanced technologies are 
radically reshaping the transportation 
landscape. Currently, several WCC fleet 
vehicles are equipped with the UMTRI 
technology. 

Through its Advanced Transporta-
tion Center, WCC is preparing students 
with the skills needed to acquire jobs in 
the field.

“We want to be sure WCC students 

have access to the sophisticated 
technology inherent in the advanced 
transportation systems industries, an 
ambitious and rigorous curricula, and 
options for a continuum of learning 
designed to grow over the next several 
decades,” said Dr. Bellanca. “Once a 
student completes a program within 
the Center, they will be job-ready and 
able to assimilate immediately into 
the workforce and support the state’s 
largest industry – transportation.”

“There is a significant need to have 
individuals who are trained in con-
nected vehicle technology,” said Dr. 
Sayer. “In order to meet the need, 
we must have professionals who are 
familiar with it; who can equip vehicles, 
maintain them and who understand the 
importance of this technology on the 
future of transportation.”

Dr. Bellanca toured the Ann Arbor 
Connected Vehicle Test Environment 
(AACVTE) as well as Mcity, a 32-acre 
connected and automated vehicle 
test facility located on the U-M North 
Campus, about three miles from WCC’s 
main campus. l

UMTRI is looking for drivers and 
vehicles to participate in its research. For 
more information or to sign up, email 
connectedvehicle@umich.edu.

Looking forward

PHOTO BY LYNN MONSON

Dr. James R. Sayer, director of the University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute, 
shows WCC President Dr. Rose B. Bellanca around the streets of Mcity, a 32-acre simulated 
urban environment used to test connected and autonomous vehicle technology.

p Dean of Business & Computer 
Technology Kim Hurns, left, and  
Dean of Learning Resources Victor 
Liu congratulate students as they  
receive their certificates.

t Krystia Faleris celebrates making 
the Dean’s List with family.

u Yara Jawad Seif (left) and Sarah 
Seif (right) with their certificates.

PHOTOS BY STEVE KUZMA

Connecting WCC students to the future of transportation

Manchester High School science teacher Mark West watches 
students Gi West, right, and Jakob Rosskopf examine computer 
components of what will become the model of an autonomous 
vehicle.

PHOTO BY LYNN MONSON

ADVANCED TRANSPORTATION
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Feeding hungry Lions continued from cover

TALE OF THE TAPE
           1965             TODAY

         1 building            15 buildings
      1,300 students More than 20,000 students
        30 programs         More than 100 
           of study      programs of study

HIGH RANKING
Thanks to an outstanding and dedicated 
faculty, WCC students rank higher than the
national average in 10 academic areas, including math 
and English. Source: National Community College Benchmark Project.

LISTENING TO THE COMMUNITY
WCC works closely with more than 65 
businesses and non-profit partners across the
region so that its programs are aligned to meet industry
needs.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARIES
The Washtenaw Community 
College Foundation is celebrating
its 30th anniversary. 

The college’s nursing program 
is in its 40th year.

WCC continues to celebrate its 50th.

ECONOMIC IMPACT
WCC is a major Washtenaw County  
employer with more than 1,500 employees.

ECONOMIC IMPACT
WCC is a major Washtenaw County 
employer with more than 1,500 employees.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARIES

College Foundation is celebrating

WCC continues to celebrate its 50th.

DOORS ARE OPEN
WCC opens its doors to the community. More than 
3,000 events were held on campus last year, from 
performances at Towsley Auditorium to Washtenaw 
Economic Club luncheons.

AFFORDABILITY
Based on 24 credit hours 
per academic year:

$2,256............WCC tuition  

$10,081.....Average tuition  
                         of Michigan
                    public colleges 
                   and universities

$22,253....Average tuition 
                       of non-profit, 
              four–year colleges  
                   and universities

FAST FACTS A (game) day in the life of Chef Joe
4 a.m. – Arrive at Ford Field, check email, staffing, 
review with sous chefs.

5 a.m. – Tour and quality check all dining areas.

11 a.m. – Meet with regulars, season ticket holders 
and health department officials.

1 p.m. – Start of game. Serve VIPs, meet 
with sanitation staff, debrief with Director of 
Operations.

4 p.m. – End of game. Generate reports, review 
with stewarding supervisor to ensure clean up.

5:30 p.m. – Head home. Another game day  
executed: 65,000 well fed.

PHOTO BY LYNN MONSON

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

If viewers could smell what was 
cooking in the kitchen at FOX 2 
News, they’d have Washtenaw 
Community College’s Culinary 
Arts & Hospitality Management 
program to thank for that. 

WCC Culinary Arts faculty 
member Chef Derek Anders Jr. 
and student Jeremy Robertson 
appeared on the FOX 2 News 
Cooking School segment to show-
case and prepare a dish being 
served at the then-upcoming 
Golden Mardi Gras fundraiser.

With the help of Chef Kyle 
Kooyers, Executive Chef of Fabu-
lous Foods, who provided crucial 
behind-the-scenes support, 
Chef Anders Jr. and Robertson 
whipped up pan roasted halibut 
and lobster tail with jasmine rice 
and peas, sautéed broccolini, and 

green coconut curry sauce. 
This isn’t the first time the WCC 

Culinary Arts program has been 
showcased on FOX 2 News. Last 
October, Chef Anders Jr. served 
up roasted pork loin with but-
ternut squash purée and fennel 
slaw. 

“To be asked back to FOX 2 
News is truly an honor,” Chef 
Anders Jr. said. “There are a vast 
array of restaurants, eateries, 
and other institutions that offer a 
culinary arts program in south-
east Michigan, so it was a great 
feeling to represent our program 
and institution on such a promi-
nent platform.

“We were given a wonderful 
opportunity to showcase the 
level at which we offer an 
enriched culinary education to 
the community at large.” l

For recipes and to watch the seg-
ment, visit bit.ly/1oKl4LT.

WCC culinary student Jeremy 
Robertson, left, and WCC Culinary 
Arts Faculty Derek Anders Jr. demon-
strate their culinary skills live on the 
set of FOX 2 News.

PHOTO BY SUSAN FERRARO

Culinary Arts program gets TV encore

One faculty member who stands out in Nader’s 
memory was the late Chef Don Garrett, who is the 
namesake of the student-run restaurant, “Garret’s” 
in the Student Center on campus. 

“To get a solid foundation from someone like 
Chef Garrett — and he was a tough cookie — he really 
helped to prepare me for the real world,” he said.

Nader also found value in learning side-by-side 
with classmates who, like him, had returned to 
school, bringing their own real-world experi-
ence. While coursework is academic by nature, he 
was able to apply his learning immediately in the 
kitchen — sometimes immediately after class when 
he would bus to his restaurant job. 

“I was literally in a kitchen for up to 16 hours a 
day, whether it was in the classroom or at one of my 
two jobs,” Nader said.

It seems Nader has always been up for a chal-
lenge. As a working student, he had a lot on his 
plate. After years working as a chef in California, he 
seized the opportunity to cook for the Detroit Lions 
in 2006 and he literally has thousands of reasons to 
stay on as Executive Chef. Nader may have started 
cooking in the back of a restaurant, but he is now 
the face of dining at Ford Field. 

Hosting 65,000 fans at each game requires that 
he employs more than 100 staff during football 
season, not to mention staffing for the 132 suites 
that each have their own private menus. Feeding 
the Detroit Lions team alone demands his oversight 
of seven full-time chefs. Nader might be a Lions fan 
during the season, but his work as a chef keeps him 
busy all year round. 

“The only constant is change,” he said. “There’s 
literally always something happening.”

When Nader is not commanding the culinary 
scene at the stadium, he can be found hanging out 
with friends or exploring his other interests, such 
as acrylic painting and classic cars. From his back-
ground in classical culinary training to his interest 
in travel, Nader expands his world by exploring. 
He says that travel is “fuel for his fire,” meaning his 
passion for cooking. 

Nader, 45, has seen it all in his career as a chef 
and that experience helps him in his Ford Field job. 
He makes sure that there is a steady supply of pizza 
and hotdogs for fans, but he equally enjoys the chal-
lenge of catering to guest lists that have included 
celebrities from rock singer Perry Farrell to the 
Queen of England. 

With the authority that comes from being an 
executive chef also comes responsibility. Nader 
draws upon a wealth of experience to give back to 
the community. While he does less actual cooking 
than he’d like to these days, he has gotten more 
involved in advocacy around community education 

and making sure that society continues to support 
the underprivileged through state-funded food 
programs like SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program).

In May, Nader spoke to Congress about education 
on nutrition and cooking being essential to helping 
food stamp recipients eat healthier and get the most 
out of their benefits.

“There’s no doubt that my background in phi-
losophy and political science played a role,” he said. 
“When I went up to The Hill to do advocacy for kids 
and nutrition, it all came together.”

From cooking and catering to education and 
advocacy—what is next for the chef? 

“I’m really fortunate to work with the Lions and 
Levy Restaurants (which has the food contract with 
Ford Field and the Lions),” he said. “I just want to 
continue to learn and I’d also like to travel more. If I 
can work those two together, I think that would be 
pretty ideal.” l


