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Award winner
WCC social worker Anthony 
Williamson was honored by 
the NAACP for his work at the 
Parkridge Community Center 
in Ypsilanti. PAGE 6

A key cog
Community colleges will play 
a critical role in the future of 
Michigan’s automotive and 
transportation industries, 
WCC President Dr. Rose B. 
Bellanca told a state Senate 
panel. PAGE 8

CHINESE LANGUAGE COURSES 
COMING TO WCC

FINANCING COLLEGE
The WCC Foundation was established in 
December 1984 to address the financial barriers 
that often keep a WCC student from attaining 
his or her educational goal. Today, close to 
800 students receive more than $467,800 in 
scholarships each year. 

ENRICHING OPPORTUNITIES
WCC began offering noncredit courses in 
September 1975. That first semester 500 students enrolled. Today, several 
thousand students attend Community Enrichment classes on campus and at 
select sights around Washtenaw County.

With the help of a federal grant, a nearly decade-long 
goal of the college’s Foreign Languages department 
will come to fruition in the fall semester. PAGE 5

Stayin’ Alive
Community members participate in a CPR class during Free College Day on the campus 
of Washtenaw Community College on March 5. The class promoted the hands-only 
version of CPR that drops mouth-to-mouth breathing for 100 hard and fast chest 
compressions per minute – roughly matching the beat of the Bee Gees’ 1977 disco hit 
“Stayin’ Alive.” For more details and photos from Free College Day, see PAGE 3.

PhoTo BY LYNN MoNSoN

WCC student Calvin Tuttle installs Dedicated 
Short Range Communications technology into a 
car that is part of a U-M connected vehicle study.

PhoTo BY LYNN MoNSoN

By SUSAN FERRARO, APR 
Director of Media Relations

Washtenaw Community College student 
Calvin Tuttle understands the value of con-
nectivity. 

As a technician for connected vehicle 
research study at the University of Michigan 
Transportation Institute (UMTRI), Tuttle 
spends his days installing Dedicated Short 
Range Communications (DSRC) technology 
in automobiles. Tuttle learned first-hand how 
the skills he acquired as a technician, com-
bined with the information he learned about 
autonomous and connected vehicles, have 
served as a springboard to connect him to his 
goal of a degree in computer programming.  

Tuttle’s connections to WCC came from 
his parents, who both attended the college as 

they prepared for their professions. 
“I’ve heard some people say that com-

munity colleges aren’t as good as a four-year 
university, but you can get the same or better 
quality of education at a community college 
like WCC,” said Tuttle. “Some of my best 
teachers have been right here. And I’ve been 
able to learn from them at an affordable price 
point. The money I saved attending WCC 
is allowing me to further my education at 
Eastern Michigan University.”

His exposure to UMTRI’s connected 
vehicle study has given Tuttle great insight 
into the value of driverless cars that commu-
nicate with each other. 

“We all should be proud that the future of 
transportation is being studied right here in 
Ann Arbor,” said Tuttle. 

WCC student connects 
to information highway

Borrow, grow and
return seeds

— continued on page 8

The Sustainability Council 
is leading a commitment 
by WCC to achieve carbon 
neutrality by 2060. Among 
its most recent projects is a 
seed library — one of just five 
in the state of Michigan — led 
by faculty librarian Sandy 
McCarthy (above). PAGE 5

CHINESE LANGUAGE COURSES 
With the help of a federal grant, a nearly decade-long 
goal of the college’s Foreign Languages department 

Keeping Up
GOOD WORK

T H E

Washtenaw County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau President 
& CEo Mary A. Kerr discusses 
her organization’s relationship 
with WCC. PAGE 6



April 2016Washtenaw Community College ON THE RECORD2    

Washtenaw Community College is 
accredited by The higher Learning 
Commission, 230 South LaSalle 
Street, Suite 7-500, Chicago, Illinois 
60604-1411; 800-621-7440; 
ncahlc.org. Contact 734-973-3300 
for information about Washtenaw 
Community College.

ADA/EEO/Title IX/Section 504 
Compliance Statements
Washtenaw Community College does 
not discriminate on the basis of religion, 
race, color, national origin, age, sex, 
height, weight, marital status, disability, 
veteran status, or any other protected 
status as provided for and to the extent 
required by federal and state statutes, 
nor does the college discriminate on 
the basis of sexual orientation, gender 
identity or gender expression. WCC 
is committed to compliance in all of 
its activities and services with the 
requirements of the Title IX of the 
Educational Amendments of 1972, 
Public Act 453, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, 
Public Act 220, and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990. Employment 
compliance inquiries should be directed 
to the VP of human Resources, Room 
120 in the Business Education building, 
734-973-3497. Facility access 
inquiries should be directed to the VP for 
Facilities, Grounds and Campus Safety, 
Room Po112, Plant operations Building, 
734-677-5322. Title IX or ADA/504 
inquiries related to programs and services 
should be directed to the VP for Student 
and Academic Services, Room SC 247, 
Student Center Building, 734-973-
3536.

Title II Student Right to Know  
and Campus Security Act 
Compliance Statement
The Student Right to Know and Campus 
Security Act of 1990 is a federal law 
that mandates the disclosure by all 
institutions of higher education of the 
rates of graduation, the number of 
incidents of certain criminal offenses, 
the type of security provided on campus, 
the pertinent policies regarding security 
on campus and policies that record 
and deal with alcohol and drug abuse. 
WCC is in full compliance and provides 
information annually through various 
means, including college publications, 
wccnet.edu or email. Inquiries concerning 
the Student Right to Know and Campus 
Security Act should be directed to 
Washtenaw Community College, office 
of the Vice President for Student and 
Academic Services, Room SC 247, 
Student Center Building, Ann Arbor, MI 
48105-4800; 734-973-3536.

On the Record is published 
monthly by Washtenaw 
Community College, 4800 E. 
Huron River Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 
48105-4800
Comments and suggestions are 
welcomed. Email editor Susan 
Ferraro, APR, at snferraro@
wccnet.edu.
For more information about 
WCC, call 734-973-3300 or 
visit wccnet.edu.

WCC Board of Trustees
Richard J. Landau, J.D., Chair
Diana McKnight-Morton, Vice 
Chair
Christina Fleming, Secretary
Stephen J. Gill, Ph.D., Treasurer
David DeVarti 
Dilip A. Das, Ph.D.
Ruth A. Hatcher
Rose B. Bellanca, Ed.D. 
WCC President

Campus Calendar
Check out these and other noncredit classes 
at wccnet.edu/economic-development

ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT CLASSESCAMPUS EVENTS

4/14

SUMMER TECH CAMPS  
& COLLEGE PREP WORKSHOPS
Get your summer in gear! Registration is 
open now for tech camps that provide fun, 
hands-on learning opportunities, and our 
career and college prep camps that help 
teens set the foundation for future success. 
For descriptions of all available camps – open 
to ages 8-18 – and registration information, 
visit wccnet.edu/camps.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 
Project Management: 
Integrating Design and Technology

Learn the fundamentals of 
successful project management and 
explore managing projects using MS 

Project software. 

Mon./Wed., April 11-27 6-8:40 p.m.
Main Campus  Cost: $249

4/11

DIGITAL MARKETING: 
Video Editing Basics

Get hands-on experience using video 
editing software that will give your 
videos a more polished look.

Tue./Thu., April 12-21 6-9 p.m.
Main Campus  Cost: $169

CONSTRUCTION & CODE COMPLIANCE: 
Residential Building: Michigan 
Residential Code Fundamentals

Gain an understanding of the 
Michigan residential building code, 
how the code is structured and 

where to go for answers.

Tue./Thu., April 12-21 6-9 p.m.
Main Campus
Cost: $169 plus $5 mandatory fee

FOOD & DRINK:  
Rustic Italian Cooking: 
Genovese-Style Ragu

Assist in preparing a traditional ragu 
from Genoa, Italy, made with pork, 
veal, onions, root vegetables and 

white wine, served over penne pasta.. 

Wednesday, April 13 6-9 p.m.
Dixboro United Methodist Church
Cost: $39 plus $30 mandatory fee

GARDENING: 
Composting: The Ultimate Recycling

Use your kitchen scraps, leaves 
and yard waste to enhance your 
soil. Learn the correct ratio of 

ingredients, how to maintain your compost pile 
and how to use it most effectively.

Wednesday, April 20 6-8:30 p.m.
Main Campus  Cost: $45

4/21

HIGHWAY TO HIGH-DEMAND JOBS:
Advanced Transportation Careers
high school students are invited to explore 
career paths in the field of Advanced 

Transportation at this event, 
which will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Thursday, April 

14 at WCC’s Towsley Auditorium in the 
Morris Lawrence building. The day includes 
a complimentary lunch; hands-on tours; 
industry professionals, program faculty and 
alumni; a Q&A session and information tables 
with program and employment information; 
and special exhibits. For more information, 
see page 8. To register, visit wccnet.edu/
advancedtransportation. 4/11

4/12

4/12

4/12

4/13

DIGITAL MARKETING:  
YouTube and Marketing with Video

Create and brand your own 
YouTube channel. Learn 
techniques to gain more views 

and subscribers.

Tue./Thu., April 26-28 6-9 p.m.
Main Campus  Cost: $99

4/26

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

When students want to jump-
start their future, they choose 
the Washtenaw Technical Middle 
College (WTMC) at Washtenaw 
Community College. 

There, they can earn a high 
school diploma and a technical 
career certificate and/or asso-
ciate degree, saving lots of time 
and money in the process. It’s 
one of the many reasons why 
Metro Parent magazine recently 
named WTMC as one of the five 
top-rated charter schools in 
southeast Michigan. 

It wasn’t the first general cir-
culation publication to recognize 
the school’s academic standing. 
Newsweek rated it the seventh 
best public high school in the 
country in 2014.

At WTMC, students can choose 
from more than 100 programs 
at WCC, including accounting, 
broadcast arts and pre-engi-
neering. 

Furthermore, students are 
encouraged to get involved on 
campus and take part in WCC’s 

clubs and organizations or start 
one themselves. They also have 
access to WCC’s student sup-
port services, such as academic 
advising, career services 
advising and tutoring. 

“We help prepare students 
so they can become successful 
in college and the workplace,” 
said Dr. Karl Covert, dean and 
superintendent of WTMC. “It’s 
also an opportunity for them 
to explore a career path that 
may be of interest to them. In 
addition, if a four-year degree is 
something they want to pursue, 
they will enter with more than 
60 credits.” 

Housed in WCC’s Technical 
and Industrial building, WTMC 
enrolls 600 students from more 
than 30 different school districts 
and five counties. 

The school has a 96 percent 
graduation rate and last year, 
WTMC students completed 
11,000 college credits with a 
grade point average of 3.5.  

According to Covert, WTMC is 
a publicly funded institution that 
gets its funding directly from the 
State of Michigan’s “foundation 

grant” for K-12 schools. He adds 
that a small amount of federal 
education funding helps with 
students who have special needs. 
As a Public School Academy 
chartered by the college, WTMC 
receives state funding on a per-
pupil basis, just like every other 
school in Michigan. 

Because WTMC is its own 
school district, students must 
first apply to get accepted into 
the middle college. 

Afterward, they must take 
four 80-minute courses during 
the first semester to assess their 
skills in math, science, Eng-
lish, and critical reading and 
thinking. 

Students attend classes 
Monday through Friday for 15 
weeks in the fall and winter and 
seven weeks in the spring. 

The curriculum focuses on 
skill development rather than 
credit completion, emphasizing 
both hard (academic) and soft 
(life management) skills. The stu-
dents, when they have learned 
and demonstrated college skills, 
transition into college courses.

Covert emphasizes that having 
a college class schedule allows 
students to develop other skills. 
“In addition to classes, our stu-
dents are highly involved around 
campus and within the commu-
nity itself, so they learn how to 
prioritize and successfully bal-
ance multiple responsibilities,” 
he said. “When they graduate 
from WTMC, they’re leaving 
with lifelong skills.”

WTMC graduate Hannah 
Metler, who works as a website 

designer at Zingerman’s in Ann 
Arbor and owns a photography 
business, first learned of WTMC 
through her brother who gradu-
ated from the program. 

“My experience at WTMC was 
everything I needed it to be. I 
wasn’t getting what I needed 
from my high school, and I know 
I wouldn’t be where I am today 
without WTMC,” Metler said. 
“The knowledge I’ve gained and 
the opportunities I was afforded 
is something I will always value.” 

As the largest middle college in 
the U.S. and the second oldest in 
the state, WTMC has set the bar 
high for the past 19 years. The 
relevant programs of study and 
realistic preparation for college 
can’t be beat. 

“The quality of education here 
is superb,” Covert said. 

“We have a talented, compas-
sionate cohort of teachers and 
staff and our students over-
whelmingly feel fortunate to be 
here. This is a great opportunity 
for students.” l

To learn more about the Washt-
enaw Technical Middle College at 
WCC, visit themiddlecollege.org.

High marks continue for WCC’s charter high school

DIGITAL MARKETING: 
Google Analytics

Take an in-depth look at Google 
Analytics, learn what is measured and 
what it means.

Monday, April 11  6-9 p.m.
Main Campus  Cost: $45

VISUAL ARTS:  
Glass Beads Jewelry Design:
Bracelet Workshop

Create beautiful glass bead jewelry 
and take home your very own bracelet 
design.

Tuesday, April 12  6-8:45 p.m.
Main Campus  
Cost: $39 plus $25 mandatory fee

4/20

PITCH@WCC
The Entrepreneurship Center at WCC will hold its 
first pitch competition from 6-9 p.m. on Thursday, 

April 21 in the Great Lakes Regional 
Training Center on the WCC 
campus. Entrepreneurs of all levels 

and education will pitch their business ideas for a 
chance to win cash prizes from $250 to $1,500. 
Businesses in all stages of development are 
encouraged to celebrate their success at Pitch@
WCC by sharing recent milestones. For more 
information, visit ec.wccnet.edu.

4/7

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION
The WCC Earth Day Celebration will be held from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thursday, April 7, on the first 

floor of the Student Center. The 
educational event is intended to 
provide an opportunity for students, 

staff, faculty and the community to learn about 
and freely discuss ways in which we can live on 
this planet in a sustainable manner. Non-profits, 
governmental organizations, and businesses will 
share information about solutions to many of 
today’s environmental issues.

ALDO LEOPOLD READ-ALOUD
The WCC Sustainability Literacy Task Force 
invites all to the Aldo Leopold Sand County 

Almanac read-aloud event from 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursday, April 7 
in room 327 of the Crane Liberal 

Arts and Science building. Aldo Leopold was a 
celebrated naturalist and a gifted writer. The read-
aloud event will help celebrate this year’s theme 
of conservation and with the help of the college 
and local community, we will read the entire book 
aloud. Come to listen or contact Emily Thompson, 
Ph.D., at ethompso@wccnet.edu if you want to 
read a chapter out loud during the event.

4/7
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Neither rain, sleet nor snow kept  
residents from Free College Day
hundreds of area residents braved a cold, slushy, 
commute to go back to school last month.
It was Washtenaw Community College’s fifth Free 
College Day event and more than 350 eager “students’’ 
showed up to attend classes ranging from dance to 
design, from bicycle repair to building the resume. And 
many more sessions.
“Brilliant idea,” said Ann Gersh of Ann Arbor, as she and 
10-year-old son, Elvin, wrapped up a morning class. 
“Thank you (WCC) and more sessions, please.” 
This year’s event welcomed entire families. And there 
was plenty to keep youngsters engaged, especially the 
pottery class and bicycle repair sessions.
“I would definitely recommend Free College Day for kids 
as well as adults,” said Bobbi Jo Sargent of Ann Arbor. 
“My daughter  (age seven) and I learned new skills in the 
pottery and water color classes. The instructors were 
knowledgeable and the volunteers beyond helpful. This 
was our second Free College Day we have attended and 
each class has not only been fun but educational as well. 
We cannot wait to do it again.”
Victoria Bennett, WCC’s coordinator for the event, 
credits faculty and staff for Free College Day’s success. 
“one of the great things about Free College Day is the 
dedication of the volunteer faculty and staff to make 
this a rewarding day for area residents,” she said. “It’s 
a chance for the college to open its classroom doors at 
least for a day and showcase what WCC has to offer. 
Plus, it’s fun.”
Another Free College Day will take place on Saturday, 
Sept. 24. That day also will mark the closing of WCC’s 
50th anniversary celebration. Among the events planned 
is the burial of a time capsule. The public is invited to 
watch the ceremony as items from today’s world are 
sealed in the container for the next 25 years. l

p Logan Sargent, 7, gets 
hands-on experience in 
pottery class.

t Chris J. Troiano from 
the WCC Culinary Arts 
program demonstrates 
how to make pasta.

q Dance and bicycle 
repair classes were well-
attended at this spring’s 
Free College Day.

PhoTo CoURTESY oF 
 SARGENT FAMILY
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WCC OPENS
ITS DOORS

For Washtenaw, a rosy outlook
Richard Wallace (left) and Dr. George Fulton speak at the Washtenaw Economic Club luncheon.

PhoToS BY LYNN MoNSoN

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

For the past 31 years, Dr. George A. 
Fulton, research professor at the Univer-
sity of Michigan’s Institute for Research on 
Labor, Employment and the Economy and 
director of the Center for Labor Market 
Research, has peered into Washtenaw 
County’s economic future. 

More often than not, he’s been right on 
the money, pun intended, and this year 
was no exception. For the 250 local busi-
ness executives attending the Washtenaw 
Economic Club’s 31st annual Economic 
Forecast luncheon at Washtenaw Com-
munity College, it was all good news. 
Fulton told the crowd that the county is 
approaching full employment.   

“The upward trend in Washtenaw 
County will continue over the next three 
years,” Fulton said.

Washtenaw County can expect 10,594 
new jobs by 2018 and the unemployment 
rate is forecasted at 2.5 percent, which 
would be the lowest since 2000, according 
to Fulton. Also, in the next three years, 
Washtenaw County is expected to re-gain 
73 percent of the jobs that were lost during 
the Great Recession at the end of the last 
decade.  

Other highlights include:
• Growth in U.S. GDP forecasted at 2.3 

percent (2016), 2.8 percent (2017), and 2.5 
percent (2018).

• U.S. Light Vehicle Sales for the Detroit 

Big Three forecasted at 44.2 percent (2016) 
of total sales and 44.5 percent (2017-18).

• Average Annual Change in Real Wage 
in Washtenaw County will be 2 percent, 
with the higher education service indus-
tries at 2.1 percent and blue collar at 1.3 
percent over the next three years. 

• CPI Inflation Rate for the Detroit 
region to increase from 1.1 percent in 2016 
to 2.3 percent in 2017 to 2.4 percent in 
2018. 

Fulton was joined by Richard Wal-
lace, director of the Center for Automo-
tive Research’s Transportation Systems 
Analysis group, who shared his insight 
into autonomous vehicles and the role 
they will play in the economy. 

After playing a video that showed exam-
ples of autonomous vehicles, Wallace 
noted that this sophisticated technology is 
already here but that it will take some time 
before most vehicles on the road would 
be self-driving. “But it’s coming,” he said. 
“Apple is working on it now.”  

“To move forward with this technology, 
we need a highly skilled and highly 
trained workforce,” Wallace added.

WCC, along with The Ann Arbor News 
(MLive), Bank of Ann Arbor, International 
Transactions Clinic, and Old National 
Bank, sponsored the event. The college 
hosts four Washtenaw Economic Club 
luncheons throughout the year. l

For more information about the Washt-
enaw Economic Club and upcoming events, 
visit wec.wccnet.edu.
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ECONOMIC IMPACT

FAST  
FACTS

WCC has more than 100 
articulation agreements
with colleges and 
universities across the 
country, making it easier 
for student to transfer to 
our four-year partners.

A recent study 
shows WCC has 
a $373.4 million 
economic impact 
on the Washtenaw 
County region.

For every $1 of public 
money invested in WCC, 
taxpayers receive a  
cumulative $3.50 over 
the course of the students’ 
working lives.

Since the college 
was founded in 
1965, there have 
been 39,373 
unique graduates; 
21,571 associate degrees 
granted and 31,212 
certificates awarded.

WCC is one of 1,123  
community colleges across 
the country. In total, they 
account for 46 percent of all 
college undergraduates.

EDUCATING MANY

4-YEAR PARTNERS

Washtenaw Community 
College welcomed community 
college presidents and trustees 
from across the state in March 
for the Michigan Community 
College Association’s annual 
spring meeting.

Events included a tour of 
campus, a reception and dinner. 
Members were welcomed by 
WCC Board of Trustees Vice-
Chair Diana McKnight-Morton, 
who noted that WCC is cel-
ebrating its 50th anniversary. 

“We are proud of WCC’s rich 
history of serving the greater 
Washtenaw County region,” she 
said. 

WCC President Dr. Rose B. Bel-

lanca introduced dinner speaker 
Chris Haslinger, Director of 
Training for the United Associa-
tion of Plumbers, Pipefitters, 
Sprinkler Fitters, Welders and 
HVACR Technicians (UA).

Dr. Bellanca pointed out 
WCC’s long-time relationship 
with the UA, which holds its 
annual training week at the 
college. The relationship goes 
back 26 years, Dr. Bellanca said, 
and an agreement signed last 
summer extends the contract 
another 15 years. 

“Like the college itself,” Dr. 
Bellanca continued, “the UA 
is committed to a lifetime of 
learning.” l

Washtenaw Community College President Dr. Rose B. Bellanca (left) and 
Chris haslinger, director of training for the UA, discussed their organizations’ 
partnership at the MIchigan Community College Association’s annual spring 
meeting on the WCC campus.

PhoTo BY LYNN MoNSoN

WCC hosts annual state
community college event

Bill Reichert, 73, is a favorite faculty member of many Washtenaw Community College students.
PhoTo BY LYNN MoNSoN

A passion for
student success

WCC FACULTY PROFILE: Bill Reichert, Business and Computer Technologies

Retired engineer enjoying second career at WCC
By PRINCESS GABBARA 

Writer, Public Relations

Washtenaw Community College faculty 
member Bill Reichert, who teaches com-
puter networking and systems technolo-
gies, is well-known among students. They 
really like him and aren’t bashful about 
saying so.

WCC President Dr. Rose B. Bellanca 
found that out at one of the recent lun-
cheons she hosts for students.

What’s his recipe for success? 
“Knowing your material really well and 

presenting it with enthusiasm; accom-
modating students while getting to know 
them personally; and staying current are 
all things that have worked for me,” he 
said. 

Reichert, a graduate of Purdue Univer-
sity, who majored in mechanical engi-
neering, is all for changing with the times, 
including conducting on-line classes, 
which can better work around student 
jobs, family obligations, etc., but he’s 
quick to acknowledge that he prefers the 

face-to-face interaction with his students. 
“It’s challenging to try and build a rela-

tionship with students through an online 
course when you hardly see them, if ever,” 
he said. “There’s nothing like the instant 
gratification I get when seeing a light bulb 
go off in someone’s head during a lecture 
or when a student tells me how much they 
enjoyed a lab after class.”

Although Reichert’s dedication to help 
students succeed is relentless – he writes 
each 30-to-50-page lab from scratch, his 
passion for teaching came a little later in 
life. 

Prior to joining WCC, Reichert worked 
as a senior facility engineer at General 
Motors (GM) for more than 30 years. After 
first retiring in 1995, he became interested 
in computers and started taking courses 
at WCC, earning several associate degrees 
and certificates in the process. 

When Reichert retired from GM for 
a second time in 1999, WCC seized the 
opportunity and offered Reichert a part-
time teaching position the following year, 
which he gladly accepted. Less than a year 

later, he came on board fulltime. 
“Making the transition from working 

12-hour days seven days a week (at General 
Motors) to teaching, where your schedule 
is somewhat less grueling time-wise, takes 
some getting used to, but I love working 
at WCC,” Reichert said. “Everyone here 
is very supportive from the folks in IT to 
the deans and department chairs to (WCC 
President) Dr. (Rose B.) Bellanca. It’s a 
great feeling to be recognized by your 
peers and praised by your students.”

As for Reichert’s teaching style? He 
takes a hands-on approach. “While cer-
tification tests are certainly important, I 

feel it’s more beneficial to teach the actual 
skills they’re going to use in the real world 
so they’re job ready,” he said. 

He even takes the time to incorporate 
students’ suggestions into his labs, lec-
tures and lesson plans.

At 73, it may be surprising to learn that 
Reichert doesn’t plan to retire soon. 

“I feel I have a responsibility to give 
back by sharing what I’ve learned with 
students, so they can go on to land great 
jobs,” he said. “I’ve had students come 
back years later and share their suc-
cess with me. As an educator, there’s no 
greater satisfaction.” l

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

The Washtenaw Community College Student 
Center was transformed into an art gallery when 
more than 100 pieces of student art were on display 
at this year’s Student Art Show. 

Works encompassing 2D, 3D and digital arts 
from a wide variety of WCC courses were selected, 
including Life Drawing I (ART 127), Ceramics II 
(ART 128), and Black and White Photography (PHO 
129). 

The artwork was on display from March 3-31, 
and a reception was held on March 16 with awards 
announced later that evening. WCC faculty, staff 
and students, along with community members 
were among those in attendance. 

First-place winners were: Irene Mokra (2D Art 
- Life Drawing), Adam Rogozinski (3D Art – 3D 
Design), and Karolina Kocovska (Digital Media Art - 
Photography).

Michael Benedict, art faculty member from Ann 
Arbor Pioneer High School; Siyang Ziui Chen from 
the University of Michigan – MFA; Christina Czaja, 
art educator at Lincoln Consolidated Schools; Tom 
DeMay Jr., principal owner and co-creative director 
of Octane Design firm in Royal Oak; and Lynne Set-
tles, visual arts teacher from Ypsilanti Community 
High School all served as jurors at the art show. 

“The art show is about and for the WCC art 
students. We wanted to give our students a pro-
fessionally juried show. An objective look at a 
subjective subject,” said Belinda McGuire, WCC 
art faculty member. “Our students have displayed 
tremendous personal growth through their art. 
The art faculty, staff and administration at WCC are 
extremely proud of the volume and quality of art 
that our students produced.” l

An artistic touch
by WCC students

p Students and 
visitors check out 
displays at this 
year’s Student  
Art Show.

u WCC student 
Adam Rogozinski’s 
piece won first 
place in the 3D Art 
category.

PhoToS BY  
JESSICA BIBBEE
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By JESSICA BIBBEE 
Public Relations Intern

Chinese language courses will be 
offered at Washtenaw Community College 
beginning in the fall semester of 2016.

In partnership with the International 
Institute, School of East Asian Studies 
at the University of Michigan, WCC has 
received a grant from the federal govern-
ment under Title VII, the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. In promoting equality, one of the 
goals is to support the instruction and 
learning of foreign languages. 

Juan Redondo, head of the Foreign Lan-
guages department at WCC, has wanted 
to bring the Chinese language courses to 
campus for nearly a decade. Having trav-
eled to China several times, he sees the 
value of learning Chinese, in both cultural 
and economic terms.

“Asians account for 6.8 of every 10 
people on the planet. The Chinese lan-
guage is here to stay.” 

Having a Masters degree in Early 
Economics History from the University 
of California, Berkeley, Redondo has 
watched the growth of Asia’s influence 
in the world economy. Beyond China, 
communities all over Asia speak Chinese, 
including Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao and 
Singapore.

“China is not a country, but a conti-
nent.” Redondo spoke metaphorically, but 
is literal about the diversity of the country 
and the importance of the language. 

With more than a billion native Chinese 
speakers, the future of business tied to the 
global market may depend on one’s ability 
to communicate in Chinese. More than a 
dozen Chinese companies have already 
arrived in the state of Michigan, estab-
lishing a presence in several industries. 

Redondo sees a bright future for anyone 
who learns the language, and said that 
students who learn the Chinese language 
will be very employable. 

“Chinese is the language of the future, 

and the future is now,” he said.
Redondo said the search to find a 

qualified instructor was not easy but WCC 
found a highly qualified candidate.

A native of the port city of Tianjin, 
China, Gao Yin holds a Masters degree in 
Japanese language and has many years of 
experience teaching Chinese. As a new 
instructor at WCC, she will teach Chinese 
in the first year of the grant and addition-
ally advise on Japanese language curri-
cula in the second year. 

“Yin is tri-lingual and has many years of 
teaching experience. She will be a valued 
asset to the Foreign Languages depart-
ment and will have a great impact on the 
students who learn Chinese and Japa-
nese,” Redondo said.

Having learned another Asian language 
(Japanese) herself, she will bring a fresh 
perspective and understanding to her 
teaching that will benefit her students.

Mandarin, the official spoken element 
of Chinese, is built on only 401 syllables 
and the written language boasts more 
than 50,000 characters that consist not 
of an alphabet, but of ideographs and 
pictographs. The richness and complexity 
of the language makes it one of the most 
challenging—and rewarding—languages 
to learn. 

These language courses will open a 
pathway for students interested in Asian 
languages to take four semesters of 
Chinese (or Japanese or Korean) at WCC 
and transition to further studies at U-M, 
according to Redondo.

WCC will eventually offer four semes-
ters of Chinese language learning—levels I 
and III being offered in fall semesters and 
levels II and IV in winter semesters—and 
will focus on spoken Mandarin and the 
written Chinese characters.

In addition to Chinese, the grant will 
allow for courses in Japanese language to 
be added in the second year, and courses 
in Korean language to be added in the 
third year. l

Chinese language courses 
coming to WCC campus

By JESSICA BIBBEE 
Public Relations Intern

If ever there was an all-hands-
on-deck team to solve a problem 
and embrace a movement, it’s 
Washtenaw Community Col-
lege’s Sustainability Council.

The council is composed of 
diverse working groups that 
meet regularly on campus 
representing areas of Food and 
Agriculture, Transportation, 
Buildings and Energy, Natural 
Resources, Zero Waste, Curric-
ulum, Purchasing, Public Rela-
tions and Community Outreach.

Dale Petty, full-time faculty 
member in Industrial Elec-
tronics, used a 2009 sabbatical 
to develop the Climate Action 
and Sustainability Plan (CASP) 
and rallied support from all 
campus departments.

Adopted by the college and 
signed by WCC President Dr. 
Rose B. Bellanca in April 2014, 
CASP is more than a document. 
It represents an active commit-
ment by the college to achieve 
carbon neutrality—zero carbon 
footprint—by 2060.

“Every community has its 
own unique qualities, and no 
two models will operate the 
same,” Petty said. A college 
in sunny California, he noted, 
addresses its energy require-
ments through 25,000 solar 
panels.

Petty says that nearly every 
department on campus is 
actively collaborating to deliver 
on the long-term commitment 

of being a good steward of the 
environment.

“Sustainability can’t be gener-
ated from a single locus,” he 
said. “It has to be a collabora-
tion from all parties, from the 
grassroots and from the tree-
tops of the organization. I’m 
proud that at WCC we have 
consistently had committed 
presidents, students, faculty, 
office workers, maintenance 
workers, community members, 
and people from all across the 

college working together to 
create a sustainable future.”

With the pioneering efforts 
and environmental aware-
ness of Dave Thomas, Geology 
instructor, and the ongoing 
leadership of Damon Flowers, 
vice president of Facilities, and 
his team, the college’s carbon 
footprint has leveled off. 

To reach the CASP goals set 
for 2060, a continued annual 
reduction of 2 percent in energy 
use still is needed. 

Another project born of sheer 
interest and commitment to 
sustainability, the campus CORE 
Garden exists because of the 
efforts led by Counselor Kim 
Groce. 

Some of the vegetables grown 
are given to students in need, 
while a Culinary Arts class 
grows vegetables that are used 
in Garrett’s, the student oper-
ated restaurant.  

With a grand opening on 
March 15, the WCC Seed Library 

became one of just five seed 
libraries in the state of Mich-
igan. 

Sandy McCarthy, Faculty 
Librarian and facilitator of the 
Food & Agriculture subgroup 
of the Sustainability council, 
has welcomed the entire WCC 
community to participate in the 
Seed Library.

Students, staff, and the public 
are welcome to browse the 
library of seeds for planting at 
home. 

Meantime, Petty continues 
to find new ways to weave 
sustainability into the fabric of 
the WCC community. He took 
another sabbatical in the fall of 
2015 to develop a campus-wide 
curricula that supports sustain-
ability.

As an engineer, he is the first 
to point out that sustainability 
success can benefit from every-
one’s involvement, whether it 
be through writing and com-
munications (in the English 
department), communications 
and marketing (in the Graphic 
Design Technology depart-
ment), or better understanding 
fuel and emissions (in the Auto 
Services department).

“It’s really important to reach 
across the aisle and figure out 
what’s best for the country, not 
what’s best for me or my party, 
or whoever contributes to my 
campaign,” he said. 

There are a lot of opportuni-
ties to support sustainability on 
campus, Petty said: “Find out 
what’s going on and get involved 
in way that aligns with your 
interests.” l

For more information on the 
Sustainability Council and its 
activities on campus, visit  
sustainable.wccnet.edu

Planting the seeds of sustainability
Diverse group works to 
improve WCC campus 
environment, strives for 
zero carbon footprint

Some members of the Sustainability Council gather to welcome a spring crop of kale at the CoRE garden.
PhoToS BY JESSICA BIBBEE

t A card 
catalog 
drawer 
is the 
ideal size 
for seed 
packets.

WCC EARTH DAY
What: 30-40 groups presenting 
environmental solutions for 
transportation, natural areas, 
energy, health, food and more
When: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 7.
Where: Student Center, 1st Floor

RECYCLE MANIA
What: National recycling 
competition.
When: Through Thursday, April 7.
Where: Designated locations 
around campus.
Rank: WCC is currently 35th out 
of 192 participating colleges.
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By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

Take a look around at nearly 
every Washtenaw Community 
College campus event and 
chances are you’ll see economics 
major Nina Pu there smiling, 
greeting and engaging with the 
crowd. 

Pu, who works at the WCC 
Student Activities Office (SAO), 
has only lived in the U.S. for two 
years, but her English is nearly 
perfect. 

After calling Shanghai, China 
home for nearly 20 years, Pu’s 
husband accepted a job offer that 
would take them 12,000 miles 
across the world to Maryland. 
Less than a year later, it was time 
to move again, this time to the 
Ann Arbor area where Pu’s hus-
band accepted another job offer. 

Taking ESL courses here and 
in Maryland certainly helped, 
but Pu credits her love for 
American television shows, such 
as “Friends” and “Seinfeld,” for 
picking up English so fast. 

“It’s not enough just to take 
classes,” she said. “If you want 
to efficiently learn a new lan-
guage, you have to push yourself, 
and that doesn’t always mean 
speaking with someone else 
in that language. In my case, 

watching television and having 
it on in the background helped 
tremendously.”

Although Pu has come a long 
way since her first days in the 
U.S., the self-proclaimed people 
person remembers a time when 
communication was a problem. 
So, she started a campus ESL 
Club. The decision to do so came 
almost immediately after a stu-
dent lunch with WCC President 
Dr. Rose B. Bellanca. 

“Dr. Bellanca asked us, ‘What 
would you do if you were presi-
dent,’” Pu recalled. “I explained 
to her that I still kept in touch 
with the people who were in 
my ESL classes and noticed that 
many of them were still stuck in 
the introduction class. I pro-
posed the idea of having an ESL 
Club because I think it would 
help them want to socialize more 
and learn English faster.

“She was extremely supportive 
and encouraging. We’ve had a 
few meetings so far and all were 
well attended.”

According to WCC’s ESL Club 
website, the organization strives 
to promote ESL students’ social 
integration and cultural assimila-
tion through language learning 
and American cultural exchange. 
There are movie and game nights 
and local field trips, but there’s 

a small catch: Students are 
required to speak English only 
during these events. 

“As Club President, my hope is 
that by speaking English outside 
the classroom, students will start 
to build interest in the language, 
which helps them learn faster,” 
Pu said.

Being a full-time student, SAO 
employee and ESL Club presi-
dent, Pu has her hands full but 
doesn’t mind.  

“My job at the Student Activi-
ties Office means a lot to me 
because I discovered that I have 
a creative side. Creativity isn’t 

encouraged back home,” she 
said. “I also overcame my fear of 
communicating with people in 
English.” 

One of Pu’s first assignments 
at SAO? Making more than 100 
phone calls to students when reg-
istration rolled around — some-
thing that terrified her then but 
not anymore. “I look forward to 
it now,” she said. 

Next January, Pu will transfer 
to the University of Michigan to 
pursue a bachelor’s in economics 
with a minor in business. And it 
seems her work at SAO is rubbing 
off — she’s deciding on whether to 

become a businesswoman, mar-
keting manager or event coordi-
nator for a college, but confident 
she’ll “figure it out soon.”

“WCC has and continues to be 
a wonderful place to start my col-
lege journey,” Pu said. 

“During my time here, I found 
myself because I didn’t know 
who I was in China. I’ve begun 
tapping into my potential and 
can’t wait to see what else I can 
accomplish.” l

The ESL Club meets monthly in 
the Business Education building. 
For more information, visit  org-
sync.com/130757/chapter. 

WCC’s Chinese 
‘ambassador’

WCC STUDENT PROFILE: Nina Pu

“Coming together is a beginning, 
staying together is progress, and 
working together is success.”

—Henry Ford
The Washtenaw County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau (WCCVB) is 
incredibly fortunate to have more 
than 25 years of partnership and 
collaboration with Washtenaw 
Community College. Part of that 
partnership includes WCC hosting 
two nationally renowned instructor 
training programs – one in July for 
the International Association of 
Bridge, Structural, ornamental and 
Reinforcing Iron Workers (Ironworkers), 
and the other in August for the United 
Association of Plumbers, Pipefitters, 
Sprinkler Fitters, Welders and hVACR 
Technicians (UA).

Both programs return to our 
community because they know 
they are appreciated and embraced 
for all of the benefits they provide 
to our economy. They know that 
the partnership with WCC fosters 
a climate which produces broad 
economic success for our community 
and ensures that their workforce is 
well prepared for the future. When 
the UA and Ironworkers recently 
committed to returning to WCC for 
years to come, it was a testament of 
the amazing job done by all. To you, 
Washtenaw Community College, we 
say, “Keep Up The Good Work!”

Keeping Up
GOOD WORK

T H E

A message 
from ... 

MARY  
A. KERR
President  
& CEo

Washtenaw 
County 
Convention and 
Visitors Bureau

“WCC has been, 
and continues to 
be, a wonderful 

place to start my 
college journey. 
During my time 

here, I found 
myself because I 
didn’t know who I 
was in China. I’ve 

begun tapping 
into my potential 
and can’t wait to 
see what else I 

can accomplish.”

– Nina Pu

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

Anthony Williamson, community devel-
opment manager at Parkridge Community 
Center in Ypsilanti, is more of a behind-
the-scenes guy. 

So, it shouldn’t come as a surprise 
to learn that Williamson almost didn’t 
attend a ceremony where he would 
receive the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) Prestigious Civil Rights Carter G. 
Woodson Award for his ongoing service 
and dedication to the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti 
community. 

“I was honored to receive the award, 
and it feels great to be recognized by so 
many people that I respect and admire, 
but it’s not the reason why I do this,” 
Williamson said. “Social work can be 
challenging and to do this day in and day 
out, you have to genuinely care about the 
success of other people. At (Parkridge), we 
care about every single person who walks 
through our door.”

Since 1943, Parkridge has been a one-
stop shop in the community for those who 
need some extra guidance in their path 
toward success. In 2012, WCC partnered 
with the city of Ypsilanti to expand 
services to include after school tutoring, 
youth mentoring, noncredit classes, and a 
summer camp for children ages five to 13 – 
making it a true community asset.

As someone who served as WCC’s Har-
riet Street Center’s program coordinator 
from 2001-2012, Williamson is no stranger 
to giving back to others in need. “I didn’t 
choose social work,” he said. “Social work 
chose me.”

It all started when he began working 
with disabled adults while working 
toward earning his bachelor’s degree at 
Eastern Michigan University. 

“Seeing the expression on their faces 
whenever they learned some of the most 
menial things that many of us take for 
granted, completely changed my outlook 
on life and what it was I wanted to do pro-

fessionally,” he said.   
Williamson says he’s often asked about 

what it’s like being a social worker at a 
community college versus a child welfare 
agency. His response?  

“As a social worker, the goals are the 
same no matter where you go, and that 
includes helping people improve their 

lives,” he said. “It’s important that people 
understand that Parkridge and WCC share 
the same mission. We are one, and that’s 
the beauty of what we do.”

It’s hard to believe that Williamson is 
a 25-year employee of the college consid-
ering that he still has the same passion for 

helping others as he did on his first day – 
and it shows. 

“Anthony is a pillar in the Ypsilanti 
community. He is a strong advocate for 
education and quality of life for children, 
adults and seniors,” said Monique James, 
chief of staff for WCC President Dr. Rose B. 
Bellanca and former head of Community 
Enrichment at WCC. 

“His vast knowledge and expertise in 
community development positions WCC 
at Parkridge as a key partner with other 
academic institutions and human service 
organizations throughout Washtenaw 
County,” she continued.

“This recognition reflects the hard work 
and tireless efforts Anthony demonstrates 
daily to ensure Ypsilanti remains a viable 
community for all residents.” l

The Parkridge Community Center is 
located at 591 Armstrong Drive in Ypsilanti. 
For more information, call 734-483-7700. 

Social worker a humble honoree
Anthony Williamson 
earns NAACP award  
for work at Parkridge  
Community Center

Anthony Williamson stands outside the Parkridge Community Center in Ypsilanti.
PhoTo BY LYNN MoNSoN

“I didn’t choose social work. 
Social work chose me.”  

– Anthony Williamson 

PhoTo BY JESSICA BIBBEE
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ADVANCED TRANSPORTATION

Connected

TOP-NOTCH TRAINING FOR AUTO & 
COLLISION REPAIR COMING TO WCC
A special one-day “Commitment to Training” event for 
automotive repair and collision repair professionals is coming to 
Washtenaw Community College in May.
Automechanika Chicago and its organizers, Messa Frankfurt and 
UBM Americas, have announced a series of training events at 
leading technical colleges in the region and WCC is the first to 
host the special sessions.
“This program, in partnership with vocational colleges in 
Michigan, Illinois and Wisconsin, will feature instructors known 
for providing outstanding content that can help shops keep pace 
with changing vehicle technology,” said Jim Savas, vice president 
of UBM Americas, Automotive Group.
The all-day program begins at 7:30 a.m. Saturday, May 
14. A morning session features a three-hour technical and 
management training class. In the afternoon, a session will focus 
on collision repair and service repair audiences. Breakfast and 
lunch will be served for attendees.
“We are excited to be able to partner with Automechanika 
Chicago to bring together industry professionals and faculty as 
they learn the latest changes in the field,” said Brandon Tucker, 
WCC’s dean of Advanced Technology & Public Service careers. 
“This also allows us to showcase our world-class facilities and 
equipment. Partnerships like this only strengthen the skillset of 
our faculty and in turn the students in our programs.” 
To register, visit motorage.com/WTE or abrn.com/WTE.

By PRINCESS GABBARA 
Writer, Public Relations

Created to help students, particularly women, to explore 
career paths in the field of Advanced Transportation, Washt-
enaw Community College will host a “Highway to High Demand 
Jobs in Advanced Transportation” workshop.

The event will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thursday, 
April 14 in the Morris Lawrence building. Registration begins at 
9:30 a.m.

Participants can expect a hands-on tour of the WCC welding 
lab; an array of advanced transportation focused exhibits; expo-
sure to industry professionals; and a panel session moderated by 
WCC’s Advanced Transportation Center (ATC) Director Al Lecz. 

WCC’s Advanced Transportation Center was developed to 
meet the growing demand for skilled technicians in the rapidly 
growing industries of Automotive Transportation Servicing, 
Intelligent Transportation Systems, and Advanced Manufac-
turing. 

These career fields will enhance public safety by focusing on 
ways to prevent vehicle collisions, better manage traffic patterns 
and combat cyber security threats. 

The hands-on workshop is part of the “Highway To High 
Demand Jobs” series that’s sponsored by the WCC Student 
Resource Center. The series is held twice a year on the WCC 
campus. 

“We want young women to explore science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) and learn how these skills will 
prepare them for jobs in advanced manufacturing,” said Eleanor 
Brundage, case manager at WCC’s Student Resource Center. 

“Curricula in our Advanced Transportation Center provides 
students with both academic and hands-on learning experiences 
to assure they are well prepared to enter the workforce with 
industry skills for the jobs of today and those in the near future.” 

Students will walk away from the workshop with a better 
understanding of how new technologies are changing the types 
of skills required for jobs, including automotive service techni-
cian, transportation systems maintenance and operations tech-
nician, and intelligent transportation systems technician. 

Kristin Dziczek, director of the Industry Labor Group at 

the Center for Automotive Research, will serve as the event’s 
keynote speaker. Race car driver and STEM supporter Clarity 
Newhouse, as well as Roush Shop Supervisor Michael Berns will 
join Dziczek for the panel discussion.  l

Registration is required by Friday, April 8. To register, visit 
wccnet.edu/advancedtransportation. For more information, call 
734-677-5105. To learn more about the WCC Advanced Transporta-
tion Center, visit wccnet.edu/atc.

Workshop promotes women
in advanced transportation“I’m honored to be a part of the 

connected vehicle study. The data 
being collected will help us better 
understand safety and environmental 
issues – ensuring accident prevention as 
well as a respect for the environment. 
I encourage everyone to participate in 
the study.”  

Tuttle hopes to find work as an 
application designer after he graduates. 
“Computers were always my thing,” 
he said. “I’d like to develop an app that 
moves the data off the vehicle aware-
ness device (VAD) – allowing for quick 
and easy access to analyze and inter-
pret the numbers.”

Rick Byrd, Electronics Tech Inter-
mediate for the Ann Arbor Connected 
Vehicle Test Environment at UMTRI, 
serves as Tuttle’s supervisor. Byrd has 
been instrumental in giving Tuttle 
the knowledge to be able to install the 
equipment and also instructed him 
about the value of diagnosing and 
repairing equipment. “Tuttle has been 
great to work with as we learn together 
about the rapidly advancing world of 
connected vehicle technology,” said 
Byrd. “The connected vehicle study has 
given us a good opportunity to really 
begin to understand the technology 
involved. This knowledge is vital as 
the as the field of connected vehicles is 
growing immensely.” 

“It’s a real community at WCC,” 
says Tuttle. “My experiences on the 
WCC campus have connected me to 
people, places and knowledge that have 
enhanced my life and will shape my 
future. It doesn’t get much better than 
that.” l

UMTRI is looking for drivers and 
vehicles to participate in its research. For 
information or to sign up, email connect-
edvehicle@umich.edu. 

By SUSAN FERRARO, APR 
Director of Media Relations

Washtenaw Community College plays a 
crucial role in Michigan’s transportation 
future, WCC President Dr. Rose B. Bel-
lanca told the Michigan Senate Committee 
on Economic Development and Interna-
tional Investment in March.

 The focus of the committee meeting 
was to discuss the need to build an infra-
structure to support autonomous and 
connected transportation in Southeast 
Michigan.

Held at the University of Michigan 
Mcity Test Facility, Dr. Bellanca joined 
a group of thought leaders including 
Carrie Morton, deputy director of  the 
University of Michigan Mobility Trans-
formation Center; Steve Arwood, CEO 
of the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation, Kirk Steudle, director of the 
Michigan Department of Transportation; 
Paul Krutko, president and CEO of Ann 
Arbor SPARK, and John Maddox, CEO of 
the American Center for Mobility. Maddox 
also holds a partial appointment with the 

University of Michigan Mobility Transfor-
mation Center.

Dr. Bellanca’s remarks focused on the 
crucial role community colleges play in 
developing a skilled workforce that under-
stands the requirements of jobs related to 
autonomous and connected transporta-
tion. 

“We all see that cars, buses, trains and 
planes now operate as part of an intricate 
web of technology,” Dr. Bellanca told 
committee members. 

“The future of Michigan’s automotive 
and transportation industries depends on 
cultivating a steady pipeline of talented, 
qualified, and highly skilled technicians 
and engineers to meet the workforce 
demands.” 

She emphasized that the development 
of a skilled workforce needs to begin by 
focusing on STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) education, 
starting in K-12 and progressing to higher 
education at colleges and universities. 

WCC has responded to the talent needs 
of the mobility industry with its Advanced 
Transportation Center. The center is 

focused on developing and growing 
the talent necessary to keep Michigan 
the global epicenter of the automotive 
industry and intelligent transportation 
systems. 

“By offering a mix of expertise, pro-
gramming, a strategic location and 
industry partnerships, WCC is leading 
the way for community colleges in the 
advanced transportation sector,” said Dr. 
Bellanca. 

“We recognize how the emerging 
mobility sector forms the basis of one 
of Michigan’s most important economic 

development initiatives. Our Advanced 
Transportation Center will prepare WCC 
students to directly enter into a skilled 
trade area in the mobility industry, or for 
students in areas requiring an advanced 
degree, we have transfer options with 
four-year universities that will save them 
thousands of dollars.”

Bellanca concluded her remarks by 
expressing her appreciation for the 
opportunity to partner with the region’s 
business and automotive communities 
and to share the resources of the college 
throughout Southeast Michigan. l

WCC president to Senate panel: Community colleges  
play a crucial role in the state’s transportation future

Developing the necessary workforce

Washtenaw Community College President Dr. Rose B. Bellanca (left) presents to panelists at the 
recent Michigan Senate Committee on Economic Development and International Investment.
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